| wnich burned night and day. During
he King's visit we'‘were permitted
elther bo smoke nor to eat pork.
. Ibn Saud is a blg Arab, 65 years
1d, end hag had, maybe, 180 wlves,
- though he has adhered to the Mozlem
' custom of having but four at one
 time. He grew up with the determin-
% gtion to reconguer the lands lost by
is father, 8o at 20 begen flghting
' his way back. He has continued his
rule for 45 years and brought order
to disordersd peoples. Now he's the
greatest living Arab ruler. I know
you must have read about him in the
newspapers and magazlnes, but I
thought I would tell you enyway."
SRR

A letter from T/5 Charles Wood,
(32386077 ~ 743pd MP Bn., Co. B, APO
528 c¢/o PM, NY.)written in Casserta,
Italy, goes:

"Hi Everybody:

"Just wanted to say hello and that
I have just recelved my nsw copy of
The Scotch Plainsman. In reading it
I have come acrossd many famliliar
names of old friends. Now that the
war ls over here in Italy, I'm look=
ing forwerd to returning home soon.
' "I have been overseas now for two
years. Have had a year in Afrilca and
one in Italy. Had a few narrow es-
capes but for the most part every-
thing has been calm and placid. So,
for the time being, that 1ls all. I
hope = to drop in on The Plainaman
very soon,"

*OKH

SCOTCH PLAINSMAN
HELPS REPAIR DAMAGED PLANE

Pfo. Nicholas A. Ruggierl, of 387
Westfield Road, an aircraft sheet
‘metal specimlist with the 15th Alr
Force Service Commend in Italy, was
one of a group of men who accompllsh-
ed a near-impossible feat by repalr-
ing a flak-damaged Liberator Bomber
recently, according to an Army press
release.

The Liberator Bomber( aptly named
the "Consolidated Mess", a veteran
of more than 40 combat mlsslons, was
caught in a hail of flak while dump-
ing its bombing load on an objectlve
in southern Germany and limped slow-
ly home to a major air bsse for re~
palrs, ’ .

Pfc. Ruggleri and his group of
sheet metal speclalists called upon
to repair the surface damage,notlced
more than 100 holes in the fuselage
and wings, verying from a pit mark
to a jagged hole in the belly about
three feet in diameter. In one wing
alone, the repalr crew located more
than 60 holes, Knowing well that
new wings have been installed for
less damage than that, the repair

RATUS L. KELLY
Analyst of Insurance Problems
847 Enbree (rescent
Westfield, N. J.

(OUR FIGETING MEN |

crew decided to mateh +their skill.
wlth the Nazl destructionists sand
declded to patech the ship.

In less than three weeks,the air-
eraft was out of the hangar and on
the flight line test. Pronounced
perfect enough to return to combat
and renew its onslaught on future
objectlves, "Consolidated Mess"
thumbed her nose at the salvage yard
and roared back to her home base. A
miracle to a laymen, and it was just
a hard task for Pfc. Ruggleri and
his crew of soldler workers and
another successful job to an already
lmposing total.

AR

Neal Nelson, SK 3/C, Bese Co. 24,
¢/o FPO, San Francisco, Callf. tells
us of his work in the Navy in the
Admiralties where he is now stationed.

"I recelived the last issue of The
Scoteh Plainsman a few days ago and
was 1ndeed glad to receive 1, I
will try to glve you a brief outline
of my Navy life overseas.

First of all let me say that 1ife
in the Navy isn't what you civilians
pleture it to be. It 1s trus that
we have a great many exc¢iting moments
but otherwlse everything else you
hear l1s pure "socuttlebutt" (goasip
t0 you civilians).

At the present time I'm stationed
somewhere in the Admiralty Islands.
Prior to this I have been stationed
in New Caledonia and New Guinea,
Most of these 1slands in the BSouth
and Southwest Pacific resemble each
other a great deal,.

I have been advanced to the rate
of Storekeeper 3/C, but my dutles
vary - the exact duties I'm unable

. to dlsclose. I find them very inter-

esting and hope to accomplish some
thing in my future days.
N e . As my time 1is
limited, I must
algn off but be
fore I do, I
want to congrat-
ulate you all
on the splendid
Job you are do=-
Ing in helping
the war effort.
Pray for our
speedy return.
Unfortunately I
haven't met any
of the boys fram
the old  home
town although I
S have met a few
boys from Plalnfield. They sure en~
joy reading the paper. - Enclosed you
will find a snapshot of me taken
hers in the Admlraltles.
IS

pfe, Ho 7. FRITZ '
GIVEN CITATION FOR BRAVERY

For courageous and exemplary per-
formance of duty while partlcipating
in combat on the Western Front, Pfe.
Howard J. Fritz, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Fritz of 1977 Highway #29 has
peen cilted for an asctlon that oerur-
red in Ottober, 1944, while serving
with the Fifth Army in Italy.

" The commendation reads in part:
"While operating under direct mortar
and artillery:fire, in uttelr‘disre—

L
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gard for his own safety, Pfc. Fritsz
on Octs 3 and 4 1installed and main-
tained  -essential telephone wires
from his battalion's pguns to the
1llaison officer's headquarters and
forward observers with the infantry,

"Working 1n thé black of night
over narrow,slippery mountain trails,
Pfc.Fritz struggled through the ene=
my shellflre to instal his equipment.
Froquently the telephone lines were
blown out by enemy fire, yet Pfc.
Fritz continued to repair the damage
at great denger to his 1ife, 8o that
vital communications betwesn the in-
fantry and artillery would be intact.

"His actlons reflect great credit
upon himself and the armed forces,
and has won for him the respect and
admiration of all his comrades and
officers of his battalion," the com=
mendation concluded.

Overseas aince March, 1943, Pfec.
Fritz has participated in the North
African, Sicillan and Italian cam~
palgns. Entering the service in Nov.
1942 ,he trained at Fort Bragg, N.C.,
aud other camps in this country be-
fore going overseas. His wife, the
former Miss Angeline Mattels,resides .
with her parents at Raritan.

His brother 8Sgt. Rébert Fritz,-
has been overseas for 15 months and
is now with an sarmored division of
the Ninth Army in Germany. Another
brother,Charles Fritz, motor machin~
lst mate, third class, USN, is sta-
tioned at the U 8 Naval Alr Station
at Pensscola, Florilda. ’

I

INDUCTED IN ARMY

Among the latest group of men re-
ported by local Draft Board 4, as
entering the Army, June 29, were:
Wilford R. Boykin, 204 Richmond St.,
Robert E. Mann, 328 Westfleld Romd,
and David C. Winston, 11 Kate St.,
all of Scotch Plains; and Dickinson
R. Kearney,  of 26 Chetwood Terr.,

Fanwood. Just "“as  soon as their
femilies send us  their service ad-
dresses, we'll see that The Scotch

Plainsman is mailed to them regularly.
L O
Pfc. John K. Garman writes that
The Scotch Plainsman follows him all
over the Pacific and that it isfind-
ing him now on: Tinnlan where he ia
keeping busy handling ordnance.
N .
Sesman .1/C,  Anthony E. Cerullo,
Armed Guard, 8/S Isaac Delgado, o/o
FPO, San Francisco, writes that even
though he is not a resident ofScotch
Plains he anjoys TheSocotch Plainsman
and 1s grateful that his name is on
our meiling 1ist, He enlisted in the
Nevy from North Flainfleld and was
thrilled when they accepted him after
his second attempb. ) '
I
" 1/5 . Edwsrd H, Mann, of Hetfield
Avenue, is a member of Co. A of the
134th Ordnance Maintenance Battallon
which was recently awarded the Star
to the Mepitorious  Service TUnit
Plaque by direction of the 'President.
The 134th was the firat unit in
the 12th Armored Division to recelve
‘such an.award and was also the first
unit of the 12th . to be given the
plague. . i
: R

Ask . your neighbors and
friends to subscribe to
THE SCOTCH PLAINSMAN

P.0.Box 475,Scoteh Plainsg
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