
ST O R IE S  o f  N e w  J e r s e y

commander and nis s t a f f .  Dancing, inexpensive and warming, was the most pop­
ular a c t iv i ty ,  and the general himself was the leading s p i r i t .

Of military a c t iv i ty  there was very l i t t l e .  In January, Lord S t ir l in g ,  
with 2,500 men in 500 s le ig h s ,  hastenedacross tne frozen waters of Arthur Kil l  
to attack the Brit ish garrison on Staten Island. The raid accomplished nothing 
except to provoke reta l ia t ion  several days la ter ,  when the redcoats entered New­
ark and Elizabethtown, burning the courthouse and meeting house in the la t ter  
community and the .Academy at Newark. Otherwise the troops were kept busy only 
by a rigorous course in tac t ic s  directed by Inspector-general von Steuben.

Warmer weather brought no-hope, however, of v ictory.  Everything appeared 
to be at a s t a n d s t i l l .  Business conditions were bad; the poor were suffering;  
finances were s t i l l  chaotic; the various departments of the army were more than 
ever in a wretched condition; and no recruits  were coming in.  The troops r a i s ­
ed In 1780 were 8,000 less  than tne number recruited two years before. Final ly  
there was the news early in June that Clinton, nad Captured Charleston on May 12* 
Not only was the southern American army dispersed, but half  the navy was l o s t .  
Washington, after four years of f ighting,  saw the future justas  black as i t  had 
been at the close  of 1776> and b i t t e r ly  he wrote toh is  brother: " . . . i n  tne ang­
uish of  Soul I.do lament that our fata l  and accursed policy shouldbring the 0th 
of June upon us and not a s ingle  recruit to the army... Thus i t  i s ,  one year 
r o l l s  over another—and withoiit some changes—we are hastening to our ruin." 
The oniy happy event of that spring, and one that helped the commander to weath­
er the cares of war, was the return of his fa ith fu l  young friend, Marquis de 
Lafayette.  Reaching Morristown in May after a year's absence in France, the 
Marquis, who had been Washington's close  companion at the Battle of Monmouth, 
brought the encouraging promise of more aid’; a great f l e e t  and 6.000 troops.

In the following month, June 1780, occurred the la s t  two mil itary engage­
ments of any importance in New Jersey. On the night of June 6 the Hessian gen­
era l ,  Knypnausen, crossed from Staten Island and struck through Elizabethtown, 
driving an American detachment from i t s  post there. Br it ish ,  Hessian and Loy­
a l i s t  troops, targets for constant sniping by the Continentals,  destroyed the 
small settlement of Connecticut Farms and murdered the wife of the Rev. James 
Caldwell, chaplain of the New Jersey regiment. The advance continued a l l  morn­
ing but by afternoon American reinforcements arrived from Morristown to halt  
the Brit ish drive as i t  approached Sjjringfield. Hearing that Washington was 
moving to surround him, Knyphausen withdrew his troops to Elizabethtown during 
the night.
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