
S T O R IE S  o f  N e w  J e r s e y

Cornwallis and his c h ie f ,  General 
Howe, weredrawlng closer with their  pow­
erful force.  Washington immediately or­
dered the American army across the river.  
As the la s t  men were being rowed over, 
the bright red coats of the Brit ish s o l ­
diers appeared on the bank. But in Tren­
ton they found scarcely a row boat to 
pursue the Continental Army. General 
Howe sent Cornwallis with several regi­
ments north to Lambertvllle, and south 
to Burlington he dispatched a Hessian 
force, but rio boats were to be found. 
The Americans had done a good Job.

Howe garrisoned his troops in the vulnerable chain of posts he had estab­
l ished across New Jersey from Jersey City to Bordentown. This accomplished, he 
and Cornwallis, who orig inal ly  intended to return to England, departed for a gay 
winter in New York. Meanwhile, General Charles Lee, who had ignored Washing­
ton's orders to join the main force heretofore, decided to win back New Jersey 
from the King's army. In the v ic in i ty  of Bernardsvi lle, quartered in a house 
some distance from his troops, he was captured by the Brit ish on December 13. 
The enemy had done Washington a favor, for Lee's men, without their leader to 
stop them, hurried 011 to strengthen the skeleton army in Pennsylvania.

The American army needed a v ictory ,  for as Washington wrote to his brother 
on December 18:

. . .o u r  a f fa irs  are in a very bad condit ion. . .  the conduct of  
the Jerseys has been most infamous. Instead of turning out 
to defend their country. . .  they are making their submissions 
as fas t  as they c a n . . . I f  every nerve is  not strained to re­
cruit  the new army...the game is  pretty near up . . .

But i f  Washington wrote or spoke of defeat,  he would never break under i t .  How­
ever weary and discouraged,he pushed forward. It  was characterist ic  that while 
he wrote with his heart that the game was "pretty near up,"he was at about the 
same time working out with his head one of the most audacious military tac t ics  
in history and writing a b r i l l i a n t  p o l i t i c a l  l e t ter  to the President of the Con­
gress . In this  message, the obedient, and almost powerless servant of Congress, 
confessing that he had promised his a r t i l l e r y  a raise in pay, dared ask for d i s ­
cretionary powers. He wrote:

I f . . . e v e r y  m a t te r . . . i s  to be referred to Congress, so much 
time must necessarily  elapse, as, to defeat the end in v ie w . . .
Can anything.. .be more d e s tr u c t iv e . . . th an . . .m i l i t i a  who . . .  
consume your provisions, exhaust your stores ,  and leave you 
at la s t  at a c r i t i c a l  moment?...In my judgment this  i s  not a
time to stand upon e x p en se . . . I t  may be thought that I am go­
ing a good deal out of the l ine  of my d u ty . . . t o  advise thus 
free ly .  A character to lose ,  an estate  to f o r f e i t ,  the in­
estimable bless ings of l iberty  at stake, and a l i f e  devoted, 
must be my excuse.

The commander in chief  went on to request better army organization, an e f ­
f i c i e n t  communications system, more commissaries and quartermasters and a c lo th­
ier-general  who "should be a roan of business and a b i l i t i e s ."  He again asked 
Congress not to interfere  in the regular promotion of o f f icers  and warned of 
the immediade need for casting cannon and providing small arras, without which 
"men w i l l  be of l i t t l e  use." He complained that he was "obliged to attend to


