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and in 1764 he wrote to Joseph Reed that "The publick Is generally unthankful, 
and I never w i l l  become a servant of i t ,  t i l l  I am convinced that by neglect
ing my own a f fa ir s  I am doing more acceptable Service to God and Man."

His d i s ta s te  for public l i f e  may possibly have been the resu lt  of his d i 
vided lo y a l t i e s  In the 10 or 12 years preceding the Revolution. Convinced as 
an American of  the Injust ice  of taxation without representation, he pleaded, 
argued and warned the Brit ish  author it ies .  But as a loyal subject of the King, 
he dreaded separation from the mother country.

To study at f i r s t  hand the events which were to lead to the c r i s i s  of Re
volution, Stockton sa i led  from England in 1766 on a v i s i t  which was to la s t  16 
months. His wife Annis, the s i s t e r  of his friend Elias Boudinot, who had mar
ried Stockton’s s i s  t e r , remained in Princeton with their children. A loyal sub
j e c t  and a prominent American, Stockton enjoyed the confidence of the King and 
was consulted by leaders of Parliament on conditions in the co lonies .  His l e t 
ters home were f i l l e d  with in terest ing Judgments of the men he met and the e-  
vents he watched. William P i t t ,  he thought, had degraded himself and lo s t  the 
respect of the people by accepting a t i t l e .  Of others his opinion was s imilar
ly frankly expressed.

Stockton worried about the plan of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to in
crease the l ev ie s  on the colonies and to send more troops there at the expense 
of the Americans. "I exceedingly fear," he said, "that we shal l  get together 
by the ears , and God only knows what is  to be the issuel" He was as outspoken 
to prominent people in England as he was in his l e t t e r s ,  for, as he said: "I
am happy that I had nothing to ask of government, and, therefore, dare speak my 
sentiments without cringing." An a r t ic le  In the London C h r o n i c l e  which was as
cribed to Stockton held that the American colonies were not dependent on the 
mother country, as some Englishmen said.

While Stockton was in England, President Finley of Princeton died, and the 
trustees  of the co l lege  e lected  Dr. John Witherspoon, the Scottish minister, as 
his  successor. Though Witherspoon wished to g o ,h is  wife was unwilling to leave 
their native land, and i t  depended on Stockton to persuade her and gain for the 
American cause a gallant man who, l ike  him,signed the Declaration of Independ
ence .

The b r i l l ia n ce  of the fashionable world and associat ion with B r ita in ' s best  
minds and men of action made foreign travel very at tract ive  to Richard Stockton, 
but in America he chose "to l iv e  and die." His family constantly occupied his  
mind, and he wrote to his wife frequently and sent her a continual stream of 
g i f t s ,  e spec ia l ly  roots and bulbs for her "sweet l i t t l e  flower garden," as he 
cal led  i t .  He returned home, s t i l l  a loyal subject of the King, with approval 
from the government of GreatBritain that he be a member of the executive coun
c i l  of New Jersey. He remained a council lor from 1768 unt i l  the end of Royal 
government, and in 1774 he was made Just ice  of the Supreme Court.

In that same year he designed a scheme, which, i f  London had only l is tened,  
might have l e f t  almost a l l  of North America under the Brit ish f la g .  In a l e t 
ter to Lord Dartmouth,Stockton proposed complete self-government for the colon
ies  — a system similar to the dominion form of government under which Canada 
and the other self -governing constituents of the Brit ish Commonwealth of Nations 
ex i s t  today. Stockton warned that unless some such arrangement were adopted 
"an obst inate, awful and tremendous war" might resu lt .

As early as 1764> twoyears before his v i s i t  to England, Stockton had pro
posed that Americans of outstanding a b i l i ty  be given seats  in the Brit ish Par
liament, and in 1765» the year of the Stamp Act, he f l a t l y  denied the authority 
of Parliament over the colonies  as long as they were unrepresented. His argu
ment against the Stamp Act was a lawyer's argument, and i t  in no way impaired
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