STORIES of New Jersey

STRAIGHT RO WS A N D s 1L T

For generations New Jersey farmers have felt deep pride in their rectangu -
lar fields spreading out over gentle slopes and hills — straight rows marching
across valleys, up to the crests of the hills, imposing a rigid pattern on ev-
er changing land. B ut the system of rectangular fields planted in uniformly
straight rows also made the land more susceptible to erosion. Straight rows
cultivated up and down the slopes, even where the incline is hardly noticeable,
create natural channels along which surface run-o ff can flow w ith destructive
speed.

ui> and down hoinl rows carry o ff
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Through Sussex and W arren Counties more than 100,000 acres of excellent
soils have eroded badly, particularly those sown to corn. I'n the Highlands of
New Jersey gentle slopes planted to crops have suffered greatly from sheet e-
rosion. I'n the Piedmont section, w hich runs through the central part of the
State, most of the topsoil has been washed away and in many places the infertile
subsoil is now exposed. Dr. Linwood L. Lee of the Federal Soil Conservation
Service reports that "in one location more than 2,000 acres in an alm ost solid
block have undergone such degradation that the land now stands entirely aban-

doned for agriculture. "



