
The L ig h th o u se  S e r v ic e  had been  
one o f  th e  f i r s t  a g e n c ie s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
by C ongress in  1789 . At t h a t  time  
th e r e  were 12 l i g h t h o u s e s  in  opera
t i o n ,  in c lu d in g  th e  one a t  Sandy Hook 
b u i l t  in  1764 . By the  time N e w e l l ' s  
amendment p a s s e d ,  o th e r  l i g h t s  had 
b e e n  p l a c e d  a t  Cape May, H ighlands
and B arn egat .

The amendment p rov id ed  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  
fo r  s u r f b o a t s , r o c k e t s , c a r r o n a d e s  and 
o th e r  equipment fo r  the c o a s t  from 
Sandy Hook to  L i t t l e  Egg Harbor. This  
was the  o f f i c i a l  b e g in n in g  o f  the L i f e  
S av in g  S e r v ic e .  The f o l l o w i n g  year  
N ew ell  g o t  another  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,  and b o a t 
h ou ses  and s t a t i o n s  were b u i l t  a lon g  
th e  J e r s e y  s h o r e .

The carronade was a form o f  mortar which f i r e d  a b lo c k  o f  wood to which a 
l in e  was a t ta c h e d .  When t h i s  reached  a wreck a s tr o n g e r  rope was a t ta c h e d  to
the l i n e  and p u l l e d  aboard. In 1850 th e  F r a n c is  c a r ,  s t i l l  a p a r t  o f  stan d ard
l i f e  guard equipm ent, was p e r f e c t e d b y  Joseph  F r a n c is  o f  Toms R iv e r .  T h is  l i g h t  
metal c a r ,  which h o ld s  fo u r  or more p e o p le  a t  on c e ,  o p e r a te s  by haw ser, on the  
same p r i n c i p l e  as the more f a m i l i a r  b r e e c h e s  buoy. I t  was f i r s t  u sed  on Squan 
Beach in  the  same year to  save  201 from the S c o t t i s h  b r ig  A y r s h i r e  d u r in g  a 
b l in d in g  snowstorm. The o r i g i n a l  F r a n c is  c a r ,  a f t e r  s a v in g  1 ,4 9 3  l i v e s ,  i s  now 
on e x h i b i t i o n  a t  the N a t io n a l  Museum a t  W ashington.

The g r e a t e s t  advance i n  l i f e s a v i n g  equipment was in v e n t io n  o f » t h e  b r e e c h e s  
buoy, a p a ir  o f  s h o r t - l e g g e d  canvas b r e e c h e s  a t ta c h e d  to  a l i f e  p r e s e r v e r .  This  
hangs from a hawser s t r e t c h e d  between the  s in k in g  s h ip  and the  s h o r e .  I t  i s  
equipped w ith  a p u l l e y  arrangement so  t h a t  i t  can s h u t t l e  back and f o r t h  c a r r y 
ing one p a sse n g e r  a t  a t im e -

The f i r s t  l i f e s a v i n g  s t a t i o n  was 
e r e c te d  a t  Sperm aceti  Cove on Sandy 
Hook. About th e  s i z e  o f  a o n e -ca r  
garage , th e  frame b u i ld in g  was com
p l e t e l y  equipped w ith  the l a t e s t  de
v i c e s  fo r  r e sc u e  work: s i g n a l  rock
e t s ,  t a c k le  a n d b lo c k s ,  l i f e b o a t s  and 
a mortar and sh o t  fo r  throw ing l i n e s  
to b o a t s  in  d i s t r e s s .  Only one th in g  
was f o r g o t t e n  or d e l i b e r a t e l y  om it
ted: a s u p e r v is o r  or any s t a f f  what
s o e v e r .  When n e c e s s i t y  a ro se  the  s t a 
t io n  and equipment were used  by r e s 
id e n ts  in  the v i c i n i t y .  The key was 
l e f t  a t  a nearby house or w ith  the  
l i g h t h o u s e  k eep er .
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