
STORIES of New Jersey

B e fo r e  h i s  death in  1901 Hal A l l a i r e  s o ld  the p r o p e r ty  to  W. J .  Harrison 
o f  Lakewood, who in  1907 r e s o ld  more than 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  to  Arthur B r isb a n e ,  edi
to r  and c o lu m n is t ,  f o r  $ 6 8 ,0 0 0 .  On th e  e s t a t e  B r isb an e  b u i l t  a l a r g e  country
home and a s e v e n - s t o r y  tower which c o n ta in e d  most o f  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  l i b r a r y .  The 
f l a t  r o o f  o f  the tower commands a broad view o f  country  and th e  s e a  beyond. At 
h i s  death  in  1936 B r isbane  was b u r ie d  in  a v a u l t  on a k n o l l  c l o s e  to  the  tower. 
Here were a l s o  r e in t e r r e d  h i s  f a t h e r ,  A lb e r t ,  and o th e r  members o f  h i s  family.

In 1928 B r isbane  l e a s e d  200 a c r e s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  v i l l a g e ,  to  the  Monmouth- 
Ocean C ouncil  o f  Boy Scouts  f o r  20 y e a r s  a t  $1 a n n u a l ly .  .They r e p a ir e d  b u ild 
i n g s ,  c l e a r e d  th e  grounds and b u i l t  p a t h s ,  walks and b r i d g e s .

Camp Burton a t  A l l a i r e  v i v i d l y  r e c a l l s  the p a s t .  M a g n if ic e n t  sycamores
p la n t e d  by A l l a i r e  s t i l l  s ta n d  near  the  e n tr a n c e .  Twelve elms on the  avenue
near the  c h a p e l  are  in  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t io n .  O r i g in a l l y  th e r e  were 13 to  com
memorate the o r i g i n a l  S t a t e s ,  bu t  one was r e c e n t ly  c u t  down by S t a t e  au th or i
t i e s  to save  the remainder from i n f e c t i o n .  The ch ap e l  has been reco n stru c ted  
and p a in t e d .  The o ld  b e l l ,  i t s  c la p p e r  r u s te d  away, hangs s i l e n t  in  the lou- 
ve r ed  b e l f r y .  Nearby are  two workmen's h o u s e s ,  whose e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  show no 
s ig n s  o f  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  In the  s m a l le r  o f  t h e s e ,  an e ig h t  by ten  c o t t a g e  over
lo o k in g  th e  brook , Robert F u lton  i s  s a i d  to  have s p e n t  h i s  honeymoon. On the 
iro n  l i n t e l  over  the  door i s  c l e a r l y  marked "Howell Works, 1827."

The w h eelw right  and ca r p e n te r  shop has been remodeled to accommodate the 
Boy Scout a d m in is t r a t io n  o f f i c e s .  A d jo in in g  i t  i s  a l a r g e  b r i c k  s to reh o u se ,  
p e r f e c t l y  p r e s e r v e d .  The bakery l a t e r  used  as a s c h o o l ,  the o r i g i n a l  1750 saw
m i l l ,  the  sm ith y ,  in  which s ta n d  b a t t e r e d  v e h i c l e s  o f  an e a r l i e r  day, and the 
o r i g i n a l  f i r e -w a g o n ,  a l l  f a c e  th e  wide v i l l a g e  g r e e n .  The fu rn ace  s t a c k ,  re
c o n s tr u c t e d  and bound w ith  new iro n  bands, s ta n d s  in  a deep , t r e e - s h a d e d  p i t .  
E xcept when i t  i s  in  u se  by the Boy S c o u ts ,  the v i l l a g e  i s  s i l e n t  and lo n e ly .  
Only an o c c a s io n a l  v i s i t o r  and the  c a r e ta k e r  who l i v e s  on the p rem ises  d isturb  
th e  q u i e t  th a t  has s e t t l e d  on what was once a busy community where men and wom
en worked, p la y e d  and r a is e d  f a m i l i e s  under th e  g u a r d ia n sh ip  o f  the "master."

I t  had been  th e  hope o f  Arthur B r isb an e  to  p r e s e r v e  much o f  t h i s  property  
fo r  p u b l i c  u s e .  His w i f e ,  Phoebe C. B r isb a n e ,  and her c h i ld r e n  have o ffered  
more than 700 a c r e s , in c lu d in g  th e  v i l l a g e ,  w ith  the  c o n se n t  o f  s c o u t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
to  the  S t a t e  o f  New J e r s e y  fo r  a p u b l ic  park .

The o l d  f i r e - w a g o n  s t i l l  w a i t s  in t he  shed


