
STORIES of New Jersey

A l l a i r e  su p p orted  th e  s c h o o l  in  th e  community f o r  14 y e a r s .  In a d d i t io n  
to the c h i ld r e n  o f  the  workmen, who were com p elled  to  a t t e n d ,  the s c h o o l  drew 
others from f a m i l i e s  in  th e  surround ing  com m unities and even h oard in g  p u p i l s  
from a d i s t a n c e .  A tten dance  som etim es reach ed  100.

C h r is t  E p isc o p a l  Church, a ch ap e l  o f  th e  p a r i s h  o f  C h r is t  Church, Shrews
bury, was a l s o  su p p orted  by A l l a i r e .  F r e q u e n t ly  the preacher  se r v e d  as  t e a c h 
er, to o ,  a t a n a n n u a l  s a la r y  o f  $500 fo r  the  double Job. The church had a sm all  
pipe organ made by th e  c e le b r a t e d  organ b u i ld e r  o f  the  p e r io d ,  Henry Erben. 
The b e l l  was made a t  the  Howell Works. I n s te a d  o f  t o s s i n g  s i l v e r  c o in s  i n t o
the m olten m e ta l ,  as was th e  custom , A l l a i r e  threw in  g o ld  e a g le s  to  g i v e  the
bell  g r e a te r  p u r i t y  o f  to n e .

At th e  h e ig h t  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s  in  1841 A l l a i r e  e n t e r t a in e d  l a v i s h l y  a t  the  
Big House. His home was f r e q u e n t ly  crowded w ith  g u e s t s  f o r  d in n er  p a r t i e s  and 
dances; som etim es as many as  40 s l e i g h s  were needed to  carry  th e  v i s i t o r s  from
Freehold and th e  n e ig h b o r in g  towns. Robert F u lton  and h i s  w i f e  were r e g u la r
v i s i t o r s .  A l l a i r e ,  w h oh ad b een  a b u s in e s s  a s s o c i a t e  o f  F u lton  f o r  many y e a r s ,  
was l a t e r  named an e x e c u to r  o f  h i s  w i l l .

The em p loyees ,  t o o ,  were a c t i v e  in  th e  s o c i a l  program o f  th e  community. 
Plays in  which A l l a i r e  c h i ld r e n  took  p a r t  were g iv e n ,  som etim es a t  the  s c h o o l ,  
sometimes a t  the  B ig  House. In the  summer an o r c h e s tr a  composed o f  em ployees  
gave outdoor  c o n c e r t s .

B e fo r e  lo n g  a harder and l e s s  e x p e n s iv e  m eta l than ch arcoa l  iro n  was b e in g  
produced in  P e n n s y lv a n ia ;  th e  day o f  New J e r s e y  ir o n  had gone . The f i r e s  in  
the fu rn ace  o f  the  Howell Works went out f o r  the l a s t  tim e in  1848 . The p e o p le  
d r i f t e d  away to  f in d  o th e r  employment, b u t  A l l a i r e  c o n t in u e d  to  l i v e  on the  e s 
tate  u n t i l  h i s  death  ten  y e a r s  l a t e r .  To h i s  seco n d  w i f e  and to  H al, h i s  1 1 -  
ye a r -o ld  son by t h i s  m a rr ia g e ,  he l e f t  th e  c lo s e d  p l a n t  and about 7 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  
of surrounding  la n d .  The c h i ld r e n  by h i s  f i r s t  m a rr ia g e ,  he c la im ed , had been
generously  p r o v id e d  f o r  du r in g  th e  years  o f  h i s  p r o s p e r i t y .  His w i l l  was con
t e s t e d ,  how ever, and 18 y e a r s  o f  l i t i g a t i o n  f o l lo w e d .  The c o u r t  f i n a l l y  de
cided the  c a se  in  fa v o r  o f  the  secon d  Mrs. A l l a i r e  and her so n ,  but t h e i r  i n 
h e r ita n c e  came h e a v i l y  burdened w ith  d e b t .

A fter  the  death  o f  h i s  mother "Prince  H a l,"  as  he was o f t e n  c a l l e d ,  l i v e d  
on in  the  B ig  House a lo n e  save  fo r  an o ld  French s e r v a n t ,  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  former  
v a l e t .  H is c l e a n - c u t  f e a t u r e s  and sm a ll  dark e y e s  gave him a s tr o n g  resem blance  
to Napoleon I I I ,  which was em phasized b y a m o u sta c h e  and beard . He had s t u d ie d  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  Columbia U n iv e r s i t y  and in  the  e a r ly  days o f  Lakewood d e s ig n e d  
some o f  the  most n o ted  r e s id e n c e s  th e r e .

D e v o t io n  to  the memory o f  h i s  m other, whose room he l e u  uncnanged, and 
l o s s  o f  h i s  f o r t u n e ,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  kept him from m arrying, a lth ou gh  he was in  lo v e  
with a young la d y  in  F r e eh o ld  f o r  many y e a r s .  G radually  he withdrew from a l l  
s o c i a l  l i f e  and d ev o ted  h im s e l f  to  h i s  drawings and b ook s . The e x t e n s i v e  ga r 
dens were overgrown, the  b u i l d in g s  d i la p id a t e d  and the  p e o p le  gone. The on ly
v i s i t o r s  were Sunday School c h i ld r e n  from n e ig h b o r in g  comm unities who u sed  to  
p ic n ic  on h i s  e s t a t e .  The v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  was crum bling . To d r iv e  ou t  to  the  
"Deserted V i l la g e "  was a popu lar  d i v e r s i o n ,  and an e n t e r p r i s in g  Frenchman opened  
a r e s ta u r a n t  in  the  o ld  w h ee lw righ t  shop.


