
STORIES of New Jersey

Under A l l a i r e ' s  s u p e r v i s i o n  th e  Howell Works expanded r a p i d ly .  He pur­
ch ased  8 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  woodland to  in s u r e  a f u e l  su p p ly ;  dug a can a l  to  f lo a t
b arges  r ig h t  up to  the  works; and b u i l t  a sm a ll  r a i l r o a d  to  shunt th e  ore to
the  s m e l t e r .

At f i r s t  A l l a i r e  t r a v e l e d  to  New York on h o r se b a c k .  The r o u t e ,  by way 0f 
New Brunswick and P e r th  Amboy, l e d  p a s t  a w ayside  inn  kept  by th e  mother of 
C o r n e l iu s  V a n d e r b i l t ,  who l a t e r  worked w ith  A l l a i r e .  By 1824 h i s  s ch o o n ers  were 
s a i l i n g  up the  Shrewsbury R iver  to  Eatontown, where in  1832 he b u i l t  a p r iva te  
wharf and la r g e  s t o r e h o u s e .  He a l s o  had a warehouse and dock a t  Red Bank on the 
N avesink  R iver .  A s ta g e c o a c h  made c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  th e  s te a m b o a ts .

In 1831 a p o s t  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  P r io r  to  t h a t  t im e th e  m ail had 
been c a r r ie d  by a p o s t  boy who g a l lo p e d  between Monmouth Courthouse (Freehold)  
and Toms R iv e r .  The name g iv e n  to  the  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  Howell Works, was continued  
u n t i l  a f t e r  A l l a i r e ' s  d e a th .

A l l a i r e ' s  s u p e r v is io n  ex ten d ed  fa r  beyond th e  i n d u s t r i a l  developm ent of 
th e  works, whose v a lu e  a t  one tim e reached $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  When a c t i v i t y  was a t  i t s
h e i g h t  th e r e  were 500 e m p loyees ,  a l l  o f  whom l i v e d  on the p r o p e r ty  w ith  th e ir
f a m i l i e s .  S i x t y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s ,  r e p la c in g  th e  14 or 15 wooden b u i l d in g s  o r i ­
g i n a l l y  a t  the f o r g e ,  were needed  to  accommodate th e  p e r s o n n e l  and v a r l e a  e n te r ­
p r i s e s .  In a d d i t io n  to  th e  fu rn a ce  t n e r e  were c a r p e n te r ,  w h ee lw r igh t  and b la ck ­
sm ith  sh o p s ,  a f i l e  and screw f a c t o r y ,  a sa w m ill  and g r i s t m i l l ,  s t a b l e s ,  s t o r e ,  
a bakeshop , s la u g h t e r  h o u se ,  s c h o o l ,  church , a b oard in g  house fo r  unmarried men 
and d w e l l in g s  f o r  em ployees w ith  f a m i l i e s .

Furnace em ployees were p a id  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  q u a n t i ty  o f  work performed; 
a l l  m a t e r ia l s  b e in g  f u r n is h e d  by the  company. A p p r en tic es  were r e q u ir e d  to  pay 
$60 as  an i n i t i a t i o n  f e e .  Employees were o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and In c lu d ed  men
o f  e v ery  tr a d e ,  from masons and b u i ld e r s  to  harnessm akers and s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .

S e v e r a l  o f  the  men who s e r v e d  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip s  a t  A l l a i r e ' s  works became 
famous in  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  John Roach, the  chubby I r i s h  boy who l a t e r  was rec­
o g n iz e d  as one o f  th e  forem ost  s h ip b u i ld e r s  in  America, came to  the  works in
1835 . In the  v i l l a g e  he met th e  woman whom he l a t e r  m arr ied . H is e xp er ien ce
w ith  iron w ork ing  l e d  him i n t o  th e  m anufacture o f  i r o n c la d  s h ip s  f o r  th e  United

S t a t e s  Navy. The Navy a l s o  c a l l e d  C h arles  H.
H a sw e ll ,  who had e n te r e d  A l l a i r e ' s  s e r v i c e  in
1829. H asw ell w rote  s e v e r a l  w id e ly  used  books
on e n g in e e r in g  and f i n a l l y  was a p p o in te d  c h i e f  
e n g in e er  o f  the nava l  departm ent.

The s t o r e  a t  the works had a g r e a te r  v o l ­
ume o f  b u s in e s s  than A .T .S te w a r t ' s  thread  and 
n e e d le  shop (now Wanamaker's) in  New York. As
th e  v i l l a g e  was th e  l a s t  s to p  b e f o r e  P er th  Am­
boy on th e  s ta g e c o a c h  r o u te  from Toms R iver ,  
th e re  was c o n s id e r a b le  p a sse n g e r  tr a d e .  The 
su p e r in te n d e n t  b o a s te d  th a t  n o th in g  c o u ld  be
asked  fo r  t h a t  was n o t  in  s t o c k .

The p la n t  had i t s  own money— two denomin­
a t io n s  o f  copper c o i n s ,  made on the  p r e m ise s ,  
and engraved n o t e s ,  re sem b lin g  b a n k b i l l s , rang­
in g  in  v a lu e  from s i x  and a quarter  c e n ts  to  
ten  d o l l a r s .
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