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THE STORY OF AL L AI R E

Along the  Manasquan R iver  and near the h i s t o r i c  "Cedar T r a i l"  and "Fish  
T r a i l ,"  th r ee  m i le s  w est  o f  th e  highway between Belmar and S p r in g  Lake, l i e s  
the o ld  In d ian  cerem on ia l  a r e a  known s i n c e  b e f o r e  1650 as Squankum. At the  end 
of a p r i v a t e  road b ord ered  by p in e  and n a t iv e  undergrowth i s  the v i l l a g e  o f  
A l la ir e .  For many y e a r s  t h i s  was one o f  New J e r s e y ' s  g h o s t  tow ns, remnant o f  
the fe u d a l  com m unities  t h a t g r e w u p  around the  now f o r g o t t e n  bog-ir-on in d u s t r y .  
V e st ig e s  o f  t h e s e  crum bling  v i l l a g e s  are  s t i l l  to  be found h ere  and th ere  in  
New J e r s e y ' s  f o r e s t s .

A l l a i r e ,  which seemed d e s t i n e d  to  s im i la r  o b l i v i o n ,  has r e c e n t ly  been par
t i a l l y  r e s t o r e d .  B u i ld in g s  have been r e p a ir e d ,  weeds and underbrush c le a r e d .  
Sturdy, c e n t u r y - o ld  b r i c k  b u i l d in g s  s ta n d  under the  t r e e s .  C leared  p a th s  and 
w e l l-k e p t  roads wind through deep woods, and r u s t i c  b r id g e s  once more span the  
small stream  t h a t  f lo w s  i n t o  Manasquan R iv e r .

B uile tan 8 -

In about 1750 I s a a c  Palmer b u i l t  a saw
m il l  h e r e ,  one o f  s e v e r a l  hundred then s c a t t e r e d  
through New J e r s e y .  At t h i s  time the  b o g - ir o n  
in d u stry  was r i s i n g  in  South J e r s e y ;  c h a rco a l  
fu e l  f o r  s m e l t in g  the  ore  was e a s i l y  a v a i l a b l e  
in the  f o r e s t s .  About 1810 a fu rn ace  was b u i l t  
near the  Palmer sa w m il l .  In 1821 the  o u t f i t ,  
then known as the Monmouth Furnace, was pur
chased by Benjamin H ow ell.  H is f o r g e  produced  
a v a r i e t y  o f  p ro d u cts  ran g in g  from farm im p le 
ments to cook in g  u t e n s i l s .  The f o l l o w i n g  year  
the Howell Works, as the  p la n t  was c a l l e d ,  was 
purchased by James P . A l l a i r e .  He was the  f o r e 
most steam en g in e  m anufacturer in  the  country  
and r e c o g n iz e d  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the  p la n t  
as a so u r c e  o f  supp ly  fo r  h i s  e n g in e  works.

A l l a i r e ,  who s t a r t e d  b u s in e s s  as a b r a ss  
founder , had c a s t  the b r a s s  chamber f o r  Robert  
F u l t o n 's  CLERMONT. L ater  he took over  Robert  
F u lto n 's  J e r s e y  C ity  en g in e  works and, from h i s  
Cherry S t r e e t  shop in  N'ew York, turned out p a r ts  
for  many o f  the v e s s e l s  o f  the day. He c a s t  
the c y l i n d e r  fo r  the SAVANNAH, the f i r s t  Amer
ican  steam sh ip  to  c r o s s  the  A t l a n t i c .

A wor kman ' s  c o t t a g e


