
STORIES of New Jersey

A s e c t i o n  o f  t he  A i r way s  T r a f f i c  Co n t r o l  o f f i c e

The Weather Bureau s t a f f  i s  composed o f  13 men who work in  i n t e r l o c k i n g  
s h i f t s .  They take  o b s e r v a t io n s  every  15 m in u te s— o f t e n e r  i f  th e  w eather i s  
bad— and make a weather map o f  the e a s te r n  U n ite d  S t a t e s  every  t h r e e  h o u r s .  At 
i n t e r v a l s  o f  s i x  hours they  make a weather map f o r  the  e n t i r e  co u n tr y ,  Canada 
and p a r t s  o f  the  o c e a n s .  In i t s  r e p o r t s ,  su b m it ted  to  th e  Airways Communica
t io n  S t a t i o n  through a s l i d i n g  p a n e l  in  th e  w a l l ,  th e  bureau u s e s  t h e s e  sym bols:  
"C" fo r  c o n ta c t  f l y i n g ,  which means th a t  the p i l o t  can s e e  the  ground; "I” fo r  
b l in d  f l y i n g ;  and "X" to  s i g n i f y  t h a t  th e  weather does n o t  perm it  f l y i n g .  The 
Communication S t a t i o n  t e l e t y p e s  the Weather Bureau r e p o r ts  over  the  c o u n try .  
Weather in fo r m a t io n  i s  a l s o  s u p p l ie d  over  a l o c a l  t e l e t y p e  system  to  th e  v a r i 
ous t r a n s p o r t  companies whose m e t e o r o lo g i s t s  make t h e i r  own maps and f o r e c a s t s .  
A re p o r t  reads som eth ing  l i k e  t h i s :

"MG E60 (D 12 4 3 - \ 1 6  CLDS VRBL OCNLY SCTD RANOT BRONO"
This a b b r e v ia t io n  i s  read as f o l l o w s :  "McConnelsburg, P a . ;  c e i l i n g  e s t im a te d
6 ,000  f e e t ;  broken c lo u d s ;  v i s i b i l i t y  12 m i l e s ;  tem perature  43 d egree* ;  wind 
north n o r th w e st  16 m ile s  per  hour ; c lo u d s  v a r i a b l e , o c c a s i o n a l l y  s c a t t e r e d ;  rad io  
beam not working; b r o a d c a s t  not. working."

In a sm a ll  soundproof room a d j o in in g  th e  t e l e t y p e  o f f i c e  i s  th e  remote  
co n tro l  apparatus o f  the C i v i l  A e r o n a u t ic s  A u th o r i ty  rad io  s t a t i o n  WWU o f  the


