
STORIES of New Jersey

Th'- f i r s t  t r a n sp o r t  company to  o p e r a te  from th e  new a i r p o r t  was C o lo n ia l  
Western A irw ays, now American a i r l i n e s ,  which had l e a s e d  two a c r e s  on the  e a s t 
ern margin o f  the f i e l d  f o r  a p a s s e n g e r  s t a t i o n  and maneuvering s p a c e .

Newark A ir p o r t  d e v e lo p ed  r a p id ly  d u r in g  1929 . In January L ie u te n a n t  R ich
ard Aldworth, on l e a v e  o f  absence  from th e  Army Air Corps, became S u p er in ten d 
ent. Some months l a t e r ,  upon b e in g  r e fu s e d  an ex ten d ed  l e a v e  to  c o n t in u e  h i s  
a irp o r t  work, Aldworth r e s ig n e d  from the army. He a t  once i n s t i t u t e d  a pro
g r e s s iv e  program d e s ig n e d  to  a c h ie v e  more e f f e c t i v e  f i e l d  o p e r a t io n s .  That same 
month c o n s t r u c t io n  was s t a r t e d  on fo u r  more h an gars .

In February 1929 Newark A ir p o r t  was d e s ig n a te d  as e a s te r n  term inus fo r  a l l  
a ir -m a i l  s e r v i c e .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  th e  n e x t  y e a r ,  however, th a t  th e  o th e r  
three  g r e a t  a i r l i n e  s y s te m s ,  E a s te r n ,  U n ite d  and T r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  & Western Air  
(TWA) J o in e d  American A i r l i n e s  a t  Newark and to g e t h e r  e r e c t e d  a p o s t  o f f i c e  
b u i ld in g  on the  ea s tern m o st  edge o f  th e  f i e l d .  In the  meantime, E a stern  and 
United u sed  a s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  to  carry  the m ail from Hadley F i e l d  to Newark.

By 1931 Newark M e tr o p o l ita n  A ir p o r t  was known a l l  over th e  w orld . In 1937 
i t  sh ip p e d  a l a r g e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y 's  a i r  m a il ,  34.8% o f  th e  e x p r e ss  
and 27.1% o f  the  p a sse n g e r  t r a f f i c .
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To keep pace  w ith  the  rap id  exp an s ion  o f  commercial a v i a t i o n ,  Newark A ir 

port r e q u ir e d  a d d i t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  Mayor Meyer C. E l l e n s t e i n  in a u g u ra ted  a 
v igorou s  program d e s ig n e d  to  make Newark th e  c e n te r  o f  commercial a v i a t i o n  in  
the e a s t .  In 1934, t h e r e f o r e ,  work on the p r e s e n t  A d m in is tr a t io n  B u i ld in g  was 
begun by the F ed era l  C i v i l  Works A d m in is t r a t io n .  B u i l t  a t  a c o s t  o f  $ 7 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  
the t w o - s to r y  b r i c k  and c o n c r e te  b u i l d in g  i s  o f  modern d e s ig n .  I t s  main s e c 
t io n ,  200 f e e t  l o n g ,  has two wings e x te n d in g  outward 100 f e e t  a t  a 4 5 -d e g r e e  
a n g le .  In th e  f u t u r e ,  when the  f i e l d  has been c le a r e d  o f  o b s t a c l e s  and the  
t r a n sp o r t  companies have g iv e n  up t h e i r  s e p a r a te  s t a t i o n s ,  t h i s  arrangement w i l l  
perm it e i g h t  t r a n s p o r t  p la n e s  to  t a x i  up to  the  b u i l d in g  s im u l t a n e o u s ly ,  take  
on and d i s c h a r g e  p a s s e n g e r s  and maneuver w ith o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w ith  each o t h e r .

On the  ground f l o o r  are  the c o n c o u r se ,  a lunch c o u n te r ,  w a i t in g  rooms and 
o f f i c e s  fo r  the  major a i r l i n e s ,  f o r  A i r l i n e  Feeder System , I n c . ,  which runs a 
s h u t t l e  a ir p la n e  s e r v i c e  between la r g e  and s m a ll  a i r p o r t s  in  the  n o r t h e a s t ,  fo r  
the S t a te  A v ia t io n  Commission, th e  a i r p o r t  p h y s ic ia n  and f o r  newspapermen who 
w r ite  d a i l y  columns about e v e n ts  a t  the p o r t .

U p s t a ir s  a s p a c io u s  lobby le a d s  onto  two o p e n -a ir  t e r r a c e s  o v e r lo o k in g  the  
f i e l d .  From here  can be se en  the  hangars o f  the g r e a t  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  a i r 
l i n e s ,  the N. J .  S t a te  M i l i t a r y  U n i t ,  E a s te rn  A e r o n a u t ica l  C o rp . ,  Newark Air  
S e r v ic e  and the Standard O il  Co., which o p e r a te s  a f l e e t  o f  p la n e s  to  t r a n sp o r t  
company o f f i c i a l s  about the  country  and to  t e s t  th e  f i r m 's  a ir p la n e  p r o d u c t s .  
Beyond th e  broad expanse o f  open lan d  are  th e  s p a r k l in g  w a ters  o f  Newark Bay, 
on which r id e  s h ip s  la d en  w ith  cargo from a l l  th e  c o n t in e n t s .  To the sou th  are  
v i s i b l e  th e  G oeth a ls  andBayonne spans c o n n e c t in g  New J e r s e y  and S ta te n  I s la n d .  
A d jo in in g  the  s e c o n d - f l o o r  lobby are  th e  o f f i c e s  o f  the A ir p o r t  S u p er in ten d e n t  
and the  Airways T r a f f i c  C ontrol S t a t i o n .  The l a t t e r  i s  o p e r a te d  by the  C i v i l  
A eron au t ics  A u th o r i ty ,  which r e g u la t e s  a l l  p r i v a t e  and commercial f l y i n g  among 
the 48 S t a t e s .  Atop th e  A d m in is tr a t io n  B u i ld in g  a t  the rear  i s  the a i r p o r t ' s  
own T r a f f i c  C ontrol Tower, a g l a s s  tower room reached by a s p i r a l  s ta ir w a y  from 
the secon d  f l o o r .  These two o f f i c e s  sh a re  c o n t r o l  over a l l  a i r p la n e  t r a v e l  to  
and from th e  a i r p o r t .


