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\ )  STORIES  of New Jersey

U .S . Ro..te 1, p ro v id ed  the best, f a c i l i t i e s  in  the m e t r o p o l i ta n  area  fo r  a cen
t r a l  a i r  t e r m in a l .  Many r a i lw a y  c o n n e c t io n s  were a v a i l a b l e ,  and weather con
d i t i o n s  were f a v o r a b le .

WORK BEGINS

C o n str u c t io n  o f  an a v i a t i o n  f i e l d  on 420 a c r e s  o f  meadowland began in  Feb
ruary 1928. The c i t y  was engaged in  a program o f  exp an s ion  and was en jo y in g  a 
b u i l d in g  boom which n o t  o n ly  f u r n is h e d  m a te r ia l  fo r  the  f i e l d  bu t  a l s o  stimu
l a t e d  p u b l i c  supp ort f o r  i t s  c o n s t r u c t io n .  The mud and s i l t  pumped from the 
channel b e in g  deepened a t  P o r t  Newark soon b u r ie d  th e  m arshes. The f i l l ,  12 
f e e t  deep , a f t e r  d r a in in g  fo r  months, f i n a l l y  hardened to  c l a y .  Dry e a r th  for  
a top l a y e r  was o b ta in e d  from e x c a v a t io n s  throughout the  c i t y  and l a t e r  from 
the  c i t y  subway in  the bed o f  the o ld  M orris Canal. By the m iddle  o f  September 
th e  f i e l d  was b e in g  u sed  f o r  d a i l y  a i r  s e r v i c e ,  th e  f i r s t  commercial f l i g h t  
h av in g  taken p la c e  on August 1 ,  1928. I t  w a s n o t u n t i l  O ctober 1 ,  however, that  
Newark A ir p o r t  was o f f i c i a l l y  opened.


