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Today, a t  the s o u t h e a s t e r n  edge o f  Newark where form er ly  se a  g u l l s  g l id e d  
n o i s e l e s s l y  to  r e s t  among waving c a t t a i l s  and sa w g r a ss ,  wide runways s t r e t c h  
to the h o r iz o n  over the v a n ish e d  m arshes, g r e a t  a i r p la n e s  swoop down from the  
sky to a l i g h t  b e f o r e  modern s t e e l  and c o n c r e te  h an gars .  From dreary  swampland 
in 1927 to  one o f  the  w o r ld 's  b u s i e s t  commercial a i r  t e r m in a ls  in  1939— t h i s  i s  
the dynamic r i s e  o f  Newark M e tr o p o l i ta n  A ir p o r t .

At n ig h t  th e  s c e n e  a t  the  a i r p o r t  ta k e s  on a dram atic  q u a l i t y .  The g r e a t  
expanse i s  c lo a k e d  in  d a r k n e ss .  Here and th e r e  red l i g h t s  mark th e  r o o f s  o f  
hangars and b u i l d i n g s  on the f i e l d  and in  i t s  v i c i n i t y .  Suddenly th e  f i e l d  i s  
f looded  w ith  l i g h t ;  overhead an a i r p la n e  i s  heard; i t s  l i g h t s  f l a s h  in t o  v iew ;  
i t  c i r c l e s  th e  f i e l d ,  s lo w ly  g l i d e s  down and sweeps a lo n g  the runway to  i t s  
term in a l.  A tten d a n ts  rush forward to  a s s i s t  t r a v e l e r s  from th e  p la n e s  and to  
d ir e c t  them to  w a i t in g  a u to m o b ile s  which w i l l  c a r ry  them in  a few m inu tes  over  
the P u la s k i  Skyway and through the  H olland  Tunnel to  New York, whose tow ers are  
v i s i b l e  from th e  la n d in g  f i e l d .  The f l o o d l i g h t s  are  turned o f f ,  the sm a ll  red  
l i g h t s  seem now to grow b r i g h t e r  and th e  a i r p o r t  s ta n d s  out in  s i l h o u e t t e ,  an 
im p ress ive  symbol o f  m echanized t w e n t ie t h  c e n tu r y  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

As e a r ly  as  1919 Newark had an a i r p o r t  on proper ty  b e lo n g in g  to  the  F o r e s t  
H il l  G o lf  Club. But H e l le r  F i e l d ,  as i t  was c a l l e d ,  was abandoned in  May 1920 
by the govern m en t's  a i r - m a i l  s e r v i c e  b ecau se  o f  i t s  sm a ll  s i z e  and the  hazards  
which caused  many a c c i d e n t s .  F iv e  y e a r s  l a t e r  a i r  m ail was b e in g  t r a n sp o r te d  
by p r i v a t e  companies from t h e i r  h ea d q u arters  a t  Hadley F i e ld  near New Brunswick, 
but in c r e a s e d  b u s in e s s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a b a se  c l o s e r  to  New York C i t y .  The Aero­
n a u t ic a l  Club o f  New J e r s e y ,  headed by John J .  Bergen and C larance Chamberlin, 
the famous a v i a t o r ,  urged c o n s t r u c t io n  o f a n  a i r p o r t  a t  Newark, bu t  c i t y  o f f i ­
c i a l s  were too  i n t e n t  on im proving P o r t  Newark to  c o n s id e r  u s in g  v a lu a b le  land  
in th a t  r e g io n  fo r  such a v i s i o n a r y  p u rp o se .

L in d b erg h 's  dram atic s o lo  f l i g h t  a c r o s s  the  A t l a n t i c  in  May 1927 f a s t e n e d  
p u b lic  a t t e n t i o n  upon the p r a c t i c a l  f u tu r e  o f  a v i a t i o n .  C ity  o f f i c i a l s  saw the  
p r o s p e c t iv e  need fo r  la n d in g  f i e l d s  near urban c e n t e r s . Mayor Thomas L. Raymond 
o f  Newark p u b l i c l y  gave h i s  supp ort on J u ly  11, 1927 to  the  b u i l d in g  o f  a mu­
n i c i p a l  a i r p o r t  and r e q u e s te d  the C ity  E n g in e e r ,  James W. C o s t e l l o ,  to prepare  
p lan s  fo r  a $ 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  p r o j e c t .  The id e a  was endorsed by the  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e ­
tary  o f  Commerce fo r  A e r o n a u t ic s , W illiam  P. MacCracken, and s e v e r a l  months l a t ­
er a commission ap p o in ted  by the  S e c r e ta r y  o f  Commerce, H erbert C. Hoover, an­
nounced t h a t  th e p r o p o sed  s i t e  o f  the Newark A ir p o r t ,  a d ja c e n t  to  Newark Bay and


