
STORIES of New Jersey

Honey i s  made from n e c t a r ,  a sw e e t  f l u i d  s e c r e t e d  by b lo s s o m s .  Using her 
lo n g  tongue , the bee sucks  up the n e c ta r  and c a r r i e s  i t  back to  the  h i v e ,  where 
i t  i s  d e p o s i t e d  in  one o f  th e  honeycomb c e l l s .  I t  ta k es  3 0 ,0 0 0  v i s i t s  to ac
cum ulate  one pound o f  honey. While th e  n e c ta r  i s  b e in g  c o l l e c t e d ,  o th e r  bees 
in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  the h iv e  fan t h e i r  w in g s ,  c r e a t in g  a c u r r e n t  o f  a i r  which 
e v a p o r a te s  much o f  the m ois tu re  from the n e c t a r .  As each c e l l  i s  f i l l e d  the 
bees  cover  i t  w ith  a wax cap to  keep th e  honey c le a n  and p u re . During a heavy 
honey f lo w ,  th e  worker bee wears her wings ou t in  about s i x  to  e ig h t  weeks.

About the  m iddle  o f  February, p u ssy  w i l l o w , w itch  h a z e l  and sp icew ood pro
v id e  enough p o l l e n  so th a t  the  queen can b e g in  to  l a y  e g g s .  The maple buds 
e lm s ,  dogwood and d a n d e l io n  are  th e  n e x t  to  open. F r u i t  t r e e s  f o l l o w  soon af
t e r ,  and w i ld  f lo w e r s  p r o v id e  a c o n t in u o u s  su p p ly  o f  n e c ta r  u n t i l  O ctob er , when 
the  go ld en rod  and a s t e r  bloom.

Form erly , to  remove the  honey, b eek eep ers  k i l l e d  whole c o l o n i e s  w ith  sulphur 
fumes; now, by u s in g  smoke o f  b u rn in g  wood, th e  b e e s  are  f o r c e d  in t o  the  lower 
p a r t  o f  the h i v e ,  and the combs can be removed from the upper s e c t i o n s  without 
danger e i t h e r  to the  b e e k e e p e rs  or t h e i r  b e e s .

To e x t r a c t  h o n e y  from the combs, the w h ite  wax cap p in gs  which s e a l  the in
d iv id u a l  c e l l s  are  c u t  away. The frames c o n t a in in g  the  combs are  w h ir le d  rapid
l y  ab o u t ,  and the h o n e y  f l i e s  o u t .  They are  then used  a g a in  in  the h i v e .  The 
e x t r a c t e d  honey i s  drawn o f f  in  b o t t l e s  or cans f o r  market.

S c i e n t i s t s  have shown t h a t  the honey p r o d u c t io n  o f  bees v a r i e s  according  
to  th e  ty p e .  The b la c k  German b e e ,  brought to  America in  1685 by the  Spaniards,  
ran f a r  b eh in d  in  the honey p r o d u c t io n  race;  C a r n io la n s ,  Cyprians and Caucas
ian  b e e s  each had p e r io d s  o f  p o p u la r i t y .  But t h e s e  o n e - t im e  f a v o r i t e s  have now 
been d i s c a r d e d ,  and the I t a l i a n s  have a c h ie v e d  the  top p o s i t i o n .  I t  may well 
be t h a t  th e s e  w i l l  be su p e r sed ed  by a typ e  r e c e n t ly  d eve lop ed  by Henry Brown of 
Cape May. Brown su cceed ed  in  producing  what o th e r s  have lo n g  sou gh t:  a " s t in g -  
l e s s "  b e e .

There i s  no known method 
f o r  r e l i e v i n g  the pain  o f  a bee  
s t i n g .  The s t i n g e r ,  a t in y  
barbed prong through which a 
p o iso n o u s  i r r i t a n t  i s i n j e c t e d , 
i s  r ip p ed  from the b e e ' s  body 
and remains imbedded in  the  
s k i n .  The p o iso n  s a c s , a lth ou gh  
th ey  do n o t  p e n e t r a t e  the s k in ,  
remain a t ta c h e d  to  th e  barb,  
and s q u e e z in g  th e  a f f e c t e d  p a r t  
w i l l  o n ly  s q u i r t  more p o is o n  i n 
to  the  wound. The s t i n g e r  i s  
b e s t  removed by s c r a p in g  i t  out  
w ith  the  f i n g e r n a i l  or a k n i f e .
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