
STORIES of New Jersey

c u r ,  th e  f r u i t s  are  o f t e n  s t u n t e d .  So im p ortan t  i s  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  th a t  one 
l a r g e  farm in  New J e r s e y  f i n d s  i t  p r o f i t a b l e  to  keep 631 c o l o n i e s  o f  b ees  for 
p o l 1 i n a t in g .

By i n s p e c t i n g  a l l  th e  known c o l o n i e s  in  th e  S t a t e  tw ic e  each  se a so n  and by 
e l i m in a t in g  i n f e c t e d  h i v e s ,  i t  has been p o s s i b l e  to  reduce the c o s t l y  e f f e c t s  
o f  bee d i s e a s e s  . But by no means have th e  p la g u e s  been e n t i r e l y  e l im in a te d .  
Sacbrood and European and American fo u lb r o o d  a t t a c k  o n ly  the  l a r v a e .  These d is ­
e a s e s ,  which may e a s i l y  k i l l  a com plete  h i v e ,  can be c o n t r o l l e d  o n ly  by d e s tr o y ­
in g  the  i n f e c t e d  c o lo n y .

A dult  b e e s  are  a f f e c t e d  by two p e c u l ia r  i l l n e s s e s .  One, known as "crawl­
in g ,"  i s  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  by the  i n s e c t s '  s c u r r y in g  away from the  h iv e  in  a l l  d i­
r e c t i o n s ,  s e t t l i n g  on a s to n e  or tw ig  nearby and rem aining t h e r e  u n w i l l in g  or 
u n ab le  to  move. P a r a l y s i s  or p a l s y  c a r r i e s  o f f  m ain ly  the o ld e r  working bees ,  
who, when a f f e c t e d ,  trem ble  n o t i c e a b l y ,  t h e i r  abdomens s w o l le n  and t h e i r  wings 
e x ten d ed  a t  an u n n atu ra l  a n g l e .  No e f f e c t i v e  cu res  a r e  known fo r  t h e s e  d i s e a s e s .

R e c e n t ly  c e r t a in  New J e r s e y  b e e k e e p e r s  have been t r a n s p o r t in g  t h e i r  co lo ­
n i e s  to  warm c l im a te s  so  t h a t  th ey  may keep s tr o n g  and in c r e a s e  the number of 
w orkers du r in g  the c o ld  w in te r  m onths. H ives  must be c e r t i f i e d  as d i s e a s e - f r e e  
b e f o r e  th ey  are  p e r m it te d  to  re tu rn  to  New J e r s e y .

Wild b ees  b u i l d  t h e i r  combs in  h o l lo w  t r e e  trunks or o th e r  c a v i t i e s  o f  any 
s i z e  or sh a p e ,  and b e e k e e p e rs  have a lw ays  taken advantage o f  t h i s  a d a p t a b i l i t y .  
The e a r ly  c o l o n i s t s  u sed  to  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  b ees  an in v e r t e d  w icker  b a sk et ,  
c a l l e d  a " s k ip ."  H ives to d a y ,  however, are  c o n s tr u c t e d  so as  t o p e r m it  ad d it io n  
o f  new s e c t i o n s  as the  bee  co lon y  i n c r e a s e s .

On a wooden b a s e ,  c a l l e d  the  "hive s ta n d ,"  i s  p la c e d  a s e r i e s  o f  boxes, 
open top and bottom . There i s  a doub le  cover  a t  the top to  keep th e  h i v e  weath­
e r - t i g h t  and h e lp  the  b e e s  m a in ta in  a s u i t a b l e  tem p eratu re . F i t t i n g  i n t o  each 
o f  the  s e c t i o n s ,  l i k e  p la y in g  cards i n a p a c k a g e ,  are  ten  removable fram es f i l l e d  
w ith  wax comb, rows o f  t in y  chambers in  which the  b ees  s t o r e  honey and la y  eggs.

The 10-fram e p la n  i s  always 
u se d  by modern b e e k e e p e rs  for  
the  bottom  s e c t i o n ,  c a l l e d  
th e  h iv e  body or brood cham­
b e r .  I f ,  however, th e  b ee ­
keeper w ish es  to  s e l l  honey 
in  the  combs, as i s  o f ten  
done, the s e c t i o n s  above the 
h iv e  body are  composed of  
s m a l l e r ,  b o x l ik e  c o n ta in e r s  
o f  honeycomb which can be re­
moved when f i l l e d .

In  the darkness  o f  these  
p l a i n  wooden boxes  the bees  
b u i l d  t h e i r  c i t y ,  en force  
t h e i r  la w s ,  l i v e  t h e i r  ex ­
trem ely  c o m p lic a te d  l i v e s .  
Each i n d i v id u a l  has her  du­
t i e s ,  v a r y in g  from day to
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