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A r c h e o l o g i s t s , n o t  lo n g  ago , d i s c o v e r e d  drawings showing how b ees  b u i l t  
th e ir  homes in  a n c ie n t  Egypt. Modern te x tb o o k s  c o u ld  fo l lo w  t h e s e  draw ings ,  fo r  
the b ees  make t h e i r  waxen honeycomb j u s t  as they  d id  thousands o f  y e a r s  ago .  
The s t r u c t u r e  o f  the h iv e  would d i f f e r ,  how ever, f o r  in  the  p a s t  hundred y e a r s  
beekeepers have l e a r n e d  how to  p ersuade  b ees  to  put t h e i r  honey where i t  can be 
c o l l e c t e d  most e a s i l y .

In r e c e n t  y e a r s  bee  c u l t u r e  has become more and more s c i e n t i f i c .  S in c e  
1911 th e  New J e r s e y  Department o f  A g r ic u l t u r e  has c o o p e r a te d  w ith  the New J e r s e y  
A g r ic u ltu r a l  Experim ent S t a t i o n  to in c r e a s e  the  b e e s '  u s e f u l n e s s .  P r i v a t e  in 
v e s t i g a t o r s  have a l s o  made v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  and the New J e r s e y  S t a t e  
Beekeepers A s s o c ia t i o n ,  founded in  1882 , has made a v a i l a b l e  a w ea lth  o f  u s e f u l  
in form ation  on bee  c u l t u r e .

Everyone a s s o c i a t e s  s t i n g s  and honey w ith  b e e s .  Few r e a l i z e ,  however, th a t  
they produce a very  u s e f u l  wax and h e lp  the farmer improve the q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  
produce. The s t i c k y  g r a in s  o f  p o l l e n ,  c l i n g i n g  to  the h a ir y  l e g s  and body o f  
the b e e ,  are  t r a n s f e r r e d  from one f lo w e r  to  an o th er  as the i n s e c t s  c o l l e c t  n e c 
ta r .  T h is  in te r c h a n g e  o f  p o l l e n ,  c a l l e d  c r o s s - p o l l i n a t i o n ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l  fo r  
the p r o d u c t io n  o f  many f r u i t s , v e g e t a b le s  and se e d  crops and r e s u l t s  in  the  de
velopment o f  f u l l  s i z e  f r u i t s  and f e r t i l e  s e e d s . Where p o l l i n a t i o n  does n o t  o c -
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BEES AND THEIR WORK
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