
STORIES of New Jersey

f o r  the p urchase  o f  land  in  the v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  B arrack s .  The C i ty  o f  Trenton 
a u t h o r iz e d  the v a c a t in g  o f  the  p r o p e r ty  on Front S t r e e t  to  p r o v id e  a s u i ta b le  
approach to  the  b u i l d i n g .  F o l lo w in g  an a p p r o p r ia t io n  to r e c o n s t r u c t  the Bar
r a c k s ,  The Old Barracks A s s o c ia t io n  in  1914 gave i t s  p o r t io n  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  to 
the  S t a t e .  In r e tu rn  the A s s o c ia t io n  was made the  s o l e  manager o f  th e  Barracks 
fo r  a l l  t im e.

Over a p e r io d  o f  seven  y e a r s  the S t a t e  expended $ 1 0 3 ,5 0 0  f o r  r e s to r a t io n  • 
o f  th e  b u i l d in g ,  a n d i t h a s  c o n t r ib u t e d  $ 2 ,5 0 0  a n n u a lly  s in c e  1917 f o r  mainten
an c e .  A d d it io n a l  income i s  d e r iv e d  from the IOjZ' ad m iss ion  charge and ren ta ls  
from p a t r i o t i c  groups which l e a s e  m eetin g  rooms.

Peggy Warne C h a t t e r  Room

The s o c i e t i e s  which meet in  the Barracks have fu r n is h e d  t h e i r  rooms in 
C o lo n ia l  s t y l e .  C h a ir s ,  t a b l e s ,  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  d e s k s ,  a com plete  s e t  o f  curly  
maple bedroom f u r n i t i i r e ,  s p in n in g  wheels and h ighboys are  arranged on the f i r s t  
f l o o r .

N otab le  among the e x h i b i t s  are  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  C o n t in e n ta l  curren cy  (one 
o f  the  b e s t  in  the world) and s e v e r a l  p i e c e s  o f  C hinese p o r c e la in  used in  an 
American home about 1790. The armory on the secon d  f l o o r  in c lu d e s ,  among many 
f i n e  examples o f  C o lo n ia l  and In d ian  weapons, a f l i n t l o c k  p i s t o l  made by Simon 
N orth , f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  gunmaker in  the  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  and swords c a r r ie d  by prom
in e n t  R e v o lu t io n a r y  o f f i c e r s .  P a in t in g s  o f  W ashington, the New J e r s e y  s ig n e r s  
o f  the  D e c la r a t io n  o f  Independence and o th e r  famous C o lo n ia l  f i g u r e s  d ecora te  
th e  w a l l s .  Only in  the  rooms o f  the  S o c i e t y  o f  C o lo n ia l  Dames, c o n t a in in g  ex 
h i b i t s  o f  about the l S 2 0 ' s ,  are  the f u r n is h in g s  l a t e r  than 1799.

The Barracks i s  onen to  v i s i t o r s  weekdays from 9 :0 0  A. M. to  4 :0 0  P. M.


