
STORIES of New Jersey

In th e  e a r l y  morning o f  December 26 the  town was invaded by the  American 
fo rc e s ,  who had c r o s s e d  the  r iv e r  a few m i le s  n o r th .  A number o f  H ess ia n s  made 
a stand near the b a r r a c k s ,  f i r e d  one v o l l e y  a t  the  advancing  C o n t in e n t a ls  and 
f le d .  T h is  B a t t l e  o f  T renton , coming so  soon a f t e r  a p r e c ip a t e  r e t r e a t ,  en
couraged th e  C o lo n ie s  to  f u r th e r  e f f o r t s  fo r  freedom.

When inform ed o f  the l o o t  l e f t  in  the b u i ld in g  by the f l e e i n g  H ess ia n s  
Washington ordered  i t  a l l  re tu rn ed  to  th e  proper owners, whether p a t r i o t s  or 
Tories. A t a b l e t  near the b arrack s  now commends t h i s  deed.

When peace  came in  1782 the Trenton Barracks was once more c l o s e d .  With 
no fu r th e r  u se  f o r  the  b u i l d in g  the  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  u n w i l l in g  to go i n t o  the  
real e s t a t e  b u s in e s s  as d id  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  p a sse d  a b i l l  on June 1 ,  1786 , to  
s e l l  the p r o p e r ty .

Trenton c i t i z e n s  s e em in g ly  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  in  the o l d b u i l d i n g ,  fo r  th e r e  was 
no p r o t e s t  when i t  was d e c id ed  to  t e a r  p a r t  o f  i t  down in  1813 to  perm it  the  
ex ten s ion  o f  Front S t r e e t  to  the  S t a t e  House.

About 40 f e e t  o f  the north  end o f  the main s e c t i o n  was d em olish ed  fo r  the  
roadway and narrow s id e w a lk s .  The s to n e  w a l l s  o f  the north  wing were r e p la c e d  
by b r ic k  and th e  wooden ba lcon y  was removed. The i n t e r i o r  was remodeled in t o  
apartm ents .

The so u th  p o r t io n ,  a l s o  used  i n p a r t  f o r  d w e l l in g s ,  r e t a i n e d  i t s  s t o n e  e x 
t e r i o r s ,  but the  wooden b a lcon y  was removed. Probably b ecause  i t  was w h i t e 
washed, t h i s  s e c t i o n  g o t  the  name White H a l l ,  and th a t  name s tu c k  even a f t e r  the  
b u ild in g  was taken over by the Widows' and S in g le  Women's Home S o c i e t y  in  the  
ear ly  1850 ’ s .

In 1889 th e  Daughters o f  th e  American R e v o lu t io n  p a sse d  a m otion to  have  
the barracks purchased  and m a in ta in e d  as an h i s t o r i c  landmark. F o r t u n a t e ly ,  a t  
the same t im e ,  the Widows' and S in g le  Women' s S o c i e t y  was s e e k in g  new q u a r te rs  , 
and White H all  was p u tu p  for  s a l e .  A group o f  women o r g a n ize d  as the Purchase  
Fund Committee, c o l l e c t e d  8 6 ,3 1 4 .2 0  and bought the o l d ,  L-shaped p o r t io n  o f  the  
barracks. R eorganized  as The Old Barracks A s s o c ia t i o n ,  t h i s  same group o f  wom
en opened the  b u i ld in g  to the p u b l ic  in  1902 .

G radually  the  p la n  fo r  the Old Barracks was expanded to  in c lu d e  n o t  on ly  
the m aintenance o f  the e x i s t i n g  b u i l d in g s  b u t  the r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  the  h i s t o r 
ic  s t r u c t u r e  to i t s  o r i g i 
nal form. The l a t e  Chan
c e l l o r  Rdwin Robert Walk
er sea rch ed  fo r  draw ings,  
d e s c r i p t io n s ,  b i l l s ,  r e c 
ords— a n y th in g  t h a t  would  
g ive  a c lu e  to  how the Bar
racks lo o k e d  o r i g i n a l l y .
In a l e t t e r  which r e c e iv e d  
a wide c i r c u l a t i o n  he de
t a i l e d  a l l  the f a c t s  he had 
unearthed from d u sty  doc
uments .

On A p ril  2 7 ,1 9 1 1 ,  the  
S ta te  L e g i s la t u r e  prov ided

Of f  i c e r s  ' Quar t e r s


