
£40 ;  l o c a l  s to n e  was brought to the 
s i t e ;  and masons and c a r p e n te r s  worked 
f e v e r i s h l y ,  urged on by the  towns
p e o p le ,  who were an x iou s  to  be re
l i e v e d  o f  t h e i r  house  gues t s . In De
cember 1758 , se v en  months a f t e r  the 
work had begun, enough o f  the  b u i ld 
in g  was com p leted  to  accommodate 150 
men; by th e  f o l l o w i n g  March the bar
racks was f i n i s h e d .

Two s t o r i e s  h ig h ,  w ith  a main 
s e c t i o n  130 f e e t  lo n g ,  the  b u i ld in g  
o f  s tu r d y ,  u n d re sse d  s to n e  w ith  white 
l im e  mortar formed th r e e  s i d e s  o f  an 
open r e c t a n g l e .  The two wings were 
58 f e e t  l o n g ,  and th e  w idth  through
out was 1 8 i  f e e t .  Around the  i n t e 
r io r  c o u r t  were square colum ns, b u i l t  
to  the overhang ing  r o o f  and support

in g  a s e c o n d - f l o o r  b a lc o n y .  Doors open ing  on the b a lco n y  p e r m it te d  communica
t io n  among the  l a r g e r  rooms on the secon d  f l o o r .  Each en tra n ce  on the  main f lo o r  
had a s to o p  l e a d in g  to  the  c o u r t .

By December 1759 an a d d i t io n  to  the  north  wing had been com p leted  to  ac
commodate the  o f f i c e r s ,  who were s t i l l  q u a r tered  w ith  the to w n sp eo p le .  This 
t w o - s t o r y  C o lo n ia l  b u i ld in g  o f  the  same m a te r ia l  as the barracks  proper i s  var
i o u s l y  r e fe r r e d  to  as the O f f i c e r s  Q u arters ,  C o lo n ia l  House or C o lo n ia l  Man
s i o n .

Throughout the remainder o f  the  war troop s  were c o n t in u o u s ly  q u a r te re d  in 
the  b u i l d i n g .  R ed -coa ted  B r i t i s h  r e g u la r s  and J e r s e y  B lu es  became a common 
s i g h t  in  the town. On one o c c a s io n  a reg im ent o f  H igh landers  in  t h e i r  b r ig h t  
p l a i d  un iform s s top p ed  a w h ile  a t  the b a r r a c k s .

For two y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  the war the  barracks  s to o d  empty. Then in  1765 
the C o lo n ia l  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  anx ious  to  g e t  some re tu rn  from the la r g e  b u i ld in g ,  
p a s s e d  a b i l l  to  s e l l  "the p e r i s h a b le  a r t i c l e s "  a r .d t o r e n t  the  b arrack s  to  p r i 
v a t e  f a m i l i e s .  The S t a te  r e se r v e d  the  r ig h t  to  u se  the  b u i ld in g  fo r  i t s  o r i 
g i n a l  purpose sh o u ld  the need a r i s e  a g a in .

U n t i l  the ou tbreak  o f  the  R e v o lu t io n  the  occupants  o f  the barrack s  were not  
d i s t u r b e d .  Then, on November 7, 1776, j u s t  b e fo r e  the  r e t r e a t  a c r o ss  New J e r 
s e y  from F ort  L ee , General George Washington wrote to  Governor W ill iam  L iv in g 
s to n  in form in g  him th a t  the  C o n t in e n ta l  Army e x p e c te d  to  u se  th e  Trenton Bar
racks as h e a d q u a r te r s .  Of c o u r s e ,  in  th e  f l i g h t  th a t  f o l lo w e d ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
h ea d q u a rters  anywhere in  New J e r s e y  was im p o s s ib le .  But the p u rsu in g  B r i t i s h ,  
h in d e r e d  by t h e i r  many wagons o f  p lunder  taken from towns and farms a lo n g  the  
way, d id  s to p  here  on December 8 , 1776. F i f t y  H ess ian  ja g e r s  s t a t i o n e d  in  the  
b arrack s  made u se  o f  the f i n e  mahogany f u r n i t u r e  s t o l e n  from the parsonage  o f  
Newark's F i r s t  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church. M eanwhile, T o r ie s  d r iv en  from o th e r  New 
J e r s e y  com m unities were lodged  in  the b u i ld in g  under the  p r o t e c t io n  o f  the B r i 
t i s h  t r o o p s .


