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J u s t  o f f  the b u s in e s s  c e n te r  in  T renton , in  the  shadow o f  the  S t a t e  House, 
stands an o ld  b u i l d in g  th a t  has r e p r e s e n te d  New J e r s e y  a t  two w o r ld 's  f a i r s .  
Thousands o f  p e o p le  saw i t s  d u p l i c a t e s  a t  San F r a n c i s c o ' s  P an am a-P ac if ic  I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  E x p o s i t io n  in 1915 and a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  E x p o s i t io n  
in 1926. I t  i s  p lanned  th a t  i t  w i l l  a g a in  r e p r e s e n t  the  S t a te  a t  the  New York 
World's F a ir  o f  1939. V eteran o f  two wars, w itn e ss  o f  changing t im e s ,  the Old 
Barracks, more than any o th e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  means New J e r s e y .

N e i th e r  the  French nor t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  the  I n d ia n s ,  came very c l o s e  to  Tren­
ton during  the French and Ind ian  War (1 7 5 4 -6 3 ) .  But the  r e p o r ts  o f  m assacres  
in n or th w estern  New J e r s e y  and w estern  P e n n sy lv a n ia  were enough to  f r ig h t e n  
s e t t l e r s  i n t o  a s k in g  fo r  the  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s . The B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  
decided th a t  T renton , the l a r g e s t  town in  th e  north ern  Delaware v a l l e y ,  was a 
s u i t a b le  p o i n t  from which to  d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t io n s .

As the  troop s  crowded i n t o  Trenton th e  c o l o n i s t s  had to  pay fo r  t h e i r  s a f e ­
ty By g i v in g  up t h e i r  p r iv a c y .  S o l d i e r s  had to  be quartered  in  the  wood and 
stone h o u ses  o f  th e  town, and th e  c i t i z e n s  began to  r e s e n t  hav ing  to sh are  t h e ir  
small com forts  w ith  t h e i r  p r o t e c t o r s .  The q u a r te r in g  o f  troop s  on c i t i z e n s  
throughout the c o l  o n ie s  l a t e r  formed the  b a s i s  f o r  one o f  the  com p la in ts  a g a in s t  
King George I I I ,  in  the  D e c la r a t io n  o f  Independence.

On March 31 , 1758, l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  and many o f  the  p eo p le  who l i v e d  in  and 
around Trenton s e n t  a p e t i t i o n  to  th e  C o lo n ia l  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  then m eetin g  at B u r l­
in g to n .  They c o u ld  not bear the burden o f  having s o l d i e r s  quartered  w ith  them 
"night and d a y ,” the p e t i t i o n  read.

The l e g i s l a t u r e  im m edia te ly  ap p o in te d  a com m ittee to  s tu d y  p la n s  fo r  bar­
racks a t  Trenton and o th e r  p la c e s  where the  p e o p le  were s i m i l a r l y  in c o n v e n ie n c e d .  
The comm ittee recommended t h a t  a barracks  fo r  300 s o l d i e r s  be b u i l t  a t  Trenton
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in the "most cheap" manner 
p o s s i b l e ,  not to  exceed  a 
c o s t  o f  £ 1 ,4 0 0 .  Four o th ­
e r  barracks a t  B u r l in g to n ,  
New Brunsw ick, E l i z a b e t h ­
town and P erth  Amboy were 
a l s o  p lan n ed .

A pproxim ately  an acre  
o f  ground a t  the w est  end 
o f  Front S t r e e t  was bought  
by the com m issioners  fo r

The Tr e n t o n  Barracks


