
STORIES of New Jersey

d r ib b le s  keep ing  the  b a l l  c l o s e  to the ground w ith  a chance good k ic k  when near 
th e  g o a l .  The S c a r l e t s ,  b e in g  l i g h t e r ,  were f a s t e r  and t h e i r  team work was b e t
t e r .  P r in c e to n  men f o l l o w i n g  the b a l l  g o t  in  each  o t h e r ' s  way more o f t e n .

Madison B a l l ,  o f  R u tg e r s ,  in v e n te d  an e x c e l l e n t  way to  s to p  th e  b a l l  with
out l o s i n g  t im e .  He ran ahead o f  i t  as i t  approached the  enem y's g o a l  and 
k ick ed  i t  back w ith  h i s  h e e l  w ith o u t  l o s i n g  tim e tu r n in g  around. He a l s o  t r ie d  
t h i s  a t  a c r u c ia l  p o in t  when approach ing  h i s  own g o a l  and the  b a l l  was o f f  cen
t e r ;  he k ick ed  i t  back to  p o s i t i o n  and Dixon o f  R utgers e a s i l y  s c o r e d .

W ithout un iform s i t  was very  d i f f i c u l t  to  t e l l  f r i e n d  from f o e ,  w ith  the 
r e s u l t  th a t  a t  one p o in t  a R u tgers '  man k ic k e d  the b a l l  in  th e  wrong d i r e c t io n  
t h in k in g  i t  was h i s  g o a l ,  b u t  one o f  h i s  a g i l e  teammates r e t r i e v e d  i t  in  time. 
R utgers  g a in e d  a le a d  o f  two g o a l s  and the  n e x t  p e r io d  P r in c e to n  put up a t e r 
r i f i c  s t r u g g l e .  The b a l l  was k ick ed  o f f  s i d e .  The ground s i t t e r s  s c a t t e r e d  as 
i t  r o l l e d  toward th e  f e n c e  and th e  teams to r e  a f t e r  i t .  L arge, o f  Rutgers, 
made a grab f o r  i t  but Mike was on top o f  him and th e  two o f  them smashed in to  
th e  f e n c e  t e a r in g  i t  down w ith  the  l u c k l e s s  s p e c t a t o r s  la n d in g  on top o f  the 
heap. Large l a y l i m p l y a t  the  bottom , a l l  the wind knocked out  o f  him, b u t  Mike 
r o se  unp erturbed , ready to  c o n t in u e  th e  p la y .

At l a s t  the f i n a l  w h i s t l e  b lew . Rutgers had won s i x  g o a l s  to  P r in c e t o n ' s
f o u r .  November, 1869, R u tgers '  TARGUM s a id :  "To sum up, P r in c e to n  had th e  most
m u sc le ,  but d i d n ' t  k ic k  very  w e l l ,  and wanted o r g a n iz a t io n .  They e v id e n t ly  
d o n ' t  l i k e  to k ic k  the b a l l  on the ground. Our men, on the  o th e r  hand, though 
c o m p a r a t iv e ly  weak, ran w e l l ,  and k icked  w e l l  throughout."

R utgers p a id  h e a v i ly  f o r  the g lo r y  o f  w inning the w o r ld 's  f i r s t  f o o t b a l l  
game. A re tu rn  match the  same year was won by P r in c e to n  which I n i t i a t e d  an un
broken R u tgers '  l o s i n g  s t r e a k  u n t i l  the  cannon war was reopened in  1938.

The m a g n if i c e n t  new stad ium  sh o u ld  have been enough to  i n s p i r e  the team to 
"die fo r  dear o ld  R u tgers ."  C on stru cted  o f  s t e e l  and c o n c r e t e ,  i t  s e a t s  20 ,000  
p e o p le  and can be e n la r g e d  to  accommodate a s  many as 7 0 ,0 0 0 .  A modern f i e l d  
house c o n t a in in g  a v a r s i t y  d r e s s in g  room, th r ee  rooms f o r  v i s i t i n g  teams and a 
number o f  s m a ll  o f f i c e s  runs th e  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  th e  e a s t  s ta n d .  S u f f i c i e n t  room 
remains fo r  the  e r e c t io n  o f  l o c k e r s  fo r  the e n t i r e  s tu d e n t  body.

Rutgers went ou t  on the f i e l d  th a t  day determ in ed  to  prove th a t  P r in c e to n  
no lo n g e r  had "the Ind ian  s ign "  on them and November 5 ,  1938 became R u tgers '  
g r e a t e s t  f o o t b a l l  day s i n c e  the  s c h o o l  had co op era ted  w ith  P r in c e to n  to  found 
American i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  f o o t b a l l .  Down went th e  j i n x .  Down went the  o l d  hoo
doo. R utgers r o se  to  p la y  i n s p ir e d  f o o t b a l l  and r e g a in e d  supremacy over P r in c e 
ton  by w inning a t h r i l l i n g  game 2 0 -1 8 .

In th e  s ta n d s  th a t  day s a t  former S t a t e  Senator  George H. L a r g e ,a t  86 years  
o f  a g e ,  the  l a s t  s u r v iv o r  o f  the  game p la y e d  69 y e a r s  b e f o r e .  The d e f e a t s  o f  
th e  in t e r v e n in g  th r ee  s c o r e  years  and n in e  dropped away in  the  memory o f  the  
v e te r a n  o f  the  f i r s t  game. As the R utgers  fan s  r i o t o u s l y  c e le b r a t e d  by t e a r in g  
down t h e i r  own g o a l  p o s t s ,  h e n o t e d w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th a t  the  P r in c e to n -R u tg e r s  
r i v a l r y  had a t  l a s t  been re tu rn ed  to  "normal."


