
STORIES of New Jersey

The morning o f  the s i x t h  the P r in c e t o n  team accompanied hy a few fa n s  a r 
rived by t r a i n .  The; were g r e e t e d  r i o t o u s l y  by the  whole R utgers  s tu d e n t  body 
and were e s c o r t e d  or, a tour  o f  the  town t h a t  g e n e r o u s ly  in c lu d e d  b i l l i a r d s  and 
lunch w h ile  th e  capt in s  convened to  draw up a s e t  o f  r u l e s .

A fter  lunch  the s t r e e t  swarmed w ith  s t u d e n t s  as they  h u r r ie d  to  th e  f i e l d ,
now the s i t e  o f  the  gymnasium, in  the  wake o f  th e  two team s. B i l l  L e g g e t t ,
Rutgers' c a p t a in ,  l e d  th e  p r o c e s s io n  w ith  B i l l  Gummere, c a p t a in  o f  the  r i v a l  
Princeton team. As th ey  n eared  the  f i e l d  th e  crowd broke and ran fo r  the b e s t  
seats on the f e n c e  to p ,  the  r e s t  s a t  on the  ground. Out in  the c e n te r  the team 
stood d i s c u s s i n g  th e  r u l e s .

The c a p t a in s  had d e c id e d  t h a t  h o ld in g ,  t r i p p i n g ,  and throw ing or running  
with the b a l l  were f o u l s —p e n a l t y ,  p e r p e n d ic u la r  throw in t o  the  a i r ;  a b a l l  out  
of bounds was to  be k ic k e d  in  a t  r i g h t  a n g le s  to  the f i e l d  by the  s i d e  th a t  
drove i t  out: the  system  o f  g a in in g  a f r e e  k ic k  f o r  a b a l l  caught in  f l i g h t  
or on the  f i r s t  bounce t h a t  P r in c e t o n  had been u s in g  in  t h e i r  i n t e r c l a s s  games 
was d is c a r d e d .  T h e f i e l d w a s  360 f e e t l o n g a n d  225 f e e t  wide and the g o a l  p o s t s  
had no c r o s s p i e c e  to  r e g u la t e  the h e i g h t  o f  the k ic k .  There were 25 men on each  
team and one man on each  s i d e  was g o a le e  and s ta y e d  near the  p o s t s .  The f i r s t
team to g e t  s i x  g o a l s  was to  be the v i c t o r  and th e r e  was to  be a ten  minute r e s t
a fter  each g o a l  or p e r io d ,  and no l i m i t  to  the  le n g th  o f  the  p e r io d .

L e g g e t t  d e v i s e d  a sy s te m  t h a t  sp rea d  h i s  team out  over the f i e l d .  E leven  
of h is  p la y e r s  s ta y e d  w i t h in  30 yards o f  the  p o s t s  as " f i e ld e r s "  w h ile  the  o th e r  
12 f o l lo w e d  the b a l l  as "rovers" or " b u l ld o g s ."  A l l  o f  the P r in c e to n  men f o l 
lowed th e  b a l l .

The p la y e r s  r o l l e d  up t h e i r  t r o u s e r s ,  s t r ip p e d  o f f  t h e i r  c o a t s  and v e s t s  
and l i n e d  up ready to  s t a r t .  Some o f  the  R utgers  p la y e r s  wore red turbans and
one p la y e r  appeared i n  a red  j e r s e y .  There was a d i s c u s s i o n  s t i l l  g o in g  on a -
bout how to  b e g in .  R utgers  had been in  the h a b i t  o f  "babying" the b a l l  a t  the
s t a r t  but a mounted k i c k - o f f  was d e c id e d  upon. P r in c e to n  won the  k ic k ,  the
w h is t le  blew and the game began.

There was a w i ld  scram ble  fo r  the b a l l .  Back and f o r t h  the p la y e r s  went, 
bucking and k ic k in g  a t  the round b a l l .  R utgers  managed to make a wedge around  
i t  and f o r c e d  t h e i r  way down the  f i e l d  u s in g  s h o r t  d r ib b le s  s t r a i g h t  through the  
g o a l .  The crowd y e l l e d  th em se lv es  h oarse  in  th e  e x c ite m e n t  and banged the f e n c e  
with t h e i r  h e e l s .  The s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  so  ch eered  the  S c a r l e t  who had 
been d is c o u r a g e d  by the  s u p e r io r  w e igh t  o f  the  T ig e r s  t h a t  th ey  p lanned  to  r e 
peat t h i s  maneuver f o r  th e  s i x  needed g o a l s .

Gummere h e ld  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  "Big Mike," t h e i r  b e s t  man, a b ig  raw-boned  
Kentuckian w ith  h i s  su sp en d ers  wrapped around h i s  m id d le .  At a d isa d v a n ta g e  
p la y in g  under new r u l e s ,  P r in c e t o n  d e c id e d  on new t a c t i c s .  The secon d  p e r io d  b e 
gan and R utgers  q u ic k ly  formed t h e i r  " f ly i n g  wedge" but they  h a d n 't  gone f i v e  
yards b e f o r e  Mike b u t te d  h i s  way i n t o  i t .  Each tim e the wedge was formed the  
P r in c e to n  b a t t e r i n g  ram broke i t  wide open. Once th ey  cap tu red  the b a l l ,  made 
a wedge o f  t h e i r  own and q u ic k ly  s c o r e d  a g o a l .

Rutgers t r i e d  k ic k in g  over  the T i g e r ' s  heads bu t  the  P r in c e to n  men, b e in g  
t a l l e r ,  o f t e n  cap tu red  the b a l l  and R utgers  now s e t t l e d  down to stubborn  s h o r t


