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cry  a ro se  a s  they  s t r a i n e d  away and croaked s lo w ly  back to  New Brunsw ick. When 
th ey  a r r iv e d  a t  R utgers a t  t e n - t h i r t y  the c o l l e g e  went w i ld  w ith  j u b i l a t i o n  and 

he cannon was h idden in  a c e l l a r  downtown.

The F ir s t  In terco lleg ia te  Football Game—Nov. 6, 1869. 
Rutgers 8 -  Princeton 4

From a Painting by William Boyd. Courtesy -  Rutgers University Library

The n ex t  n ig h t  P r in c e to n  men invaded th e  campus, b u t ,  unab le  to  f in d  the 
cannon, th ey  made o f f  w ith  some government muskets from the gymnasium. This 
aroused  the c o l l e g e  p r e s id e n t s  who named a com m ittee o f  two p r o f e s s o r s  from each 
s c h o o l  to  s o l v e  the m ystery . The cannon th a t  had d isa p p e a r ed  from Rutgers in  
1854 was never  found: but the  comm ittee proved t h a t  the one s t o l e n  by Rutgers
was a c t u a l l y  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  P r in c e to n  and the  S c a r l e t s  were ord ered  to  return  
i t .  They evaded t h i s  order as lon g  as p o s s i b l e  but a t  l e n g th  the  New Brunswick  
c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  and h i s  men r e tu rn ed  i t  to  P r in c e t o n ,  "one man s i t t i n g  on the 
cannon w ith  a r e v o lv e r  f a c in g  the in d ig n a n t  mob th a t  f o l l o w e d ."

Old r i v a l s ,  Rutgers and P r in c e to n  had lo n g  competed in  b oa t  r a c in g  in  the 
s p r in g ,  in  b a s e b a l l  both s p r in g  and f a l l , and had exchanged many h e a ted  words in 
t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  p e r i o d i c a l s .  The urge fo r  a h an d -to -h an d  f i g h t , p a r t ly  s a t i s f i e d  
in  the  cannon war, was answered when a R utgers s tu d e n t  in  1869 s u g g e s te d  that  
P r in c e to n  be c h a l le n g e d  to  a f o o t b a l l  match.

Although up to  t h i s  time th e  game had been p la y e d  on ly  betw een c l a s s e s ,  
R u tgers  saw in  the p r o p o sa l  a means o f  d e c id in g  th e  feu d .  An i n v i t a t i o n  sen t  
to  P r in c e to n  was prom ptly  a c c e p te d  and en th u s ia sm  ran h igh  as th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  
November 6 , 1869 was s e t  f o r  the  f i r s t  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  f o o t b a l l  game ever  to  be 
p la y e d .


