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Every time Rutgers and P r in c e to n  meet on the g r id ir o n  they  c e l e b r a t e  the  
anniversary  o f  the f i r s t  American i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  f o o t b a l l  game, h e ld  a t  New 
Brunswick, November 6 , 1869 . E x c i t i n g  a s  th a t  was, the  game th a t  took p la c e  on 
the f i r s t  Saturday in  November, 1938 betw een the  same i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  prob­
ably h o ld  f i r s t  p la c e  in  the  h e a r ts  o f  l o y a l  Rutgers r o o t e r s .  On th a t  day fo r  
the f i r s t  time in  50 y e a r s ,  P r in c e to n  p la y e d  on R u tg e r s ’ t e r r i t o r y :  t h i s  36th
game between th e  s c h o o l s  marked th e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  the new $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  R u tgers '  
stadium: the d a te  o f  the game, November 5 ,  la ck ed  on ly  one day o f  b e in g  the
69th a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  f i r s t  game: and f i n a l l y ,  d e s p i t e  a n a t io n -w id e  t r a d i ­
tion  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l  which d e d ic a t e s  a s tad ium  g e n e r a l l y  l o s e s  the d e d ic a t io n  
game, R utgers  f e l t  c o n f id e n t  o f  v i c t o r y  over i t s  o ld  r i v a l .

A su re  s e n s e  o f  what would most i n f u r i a t e  the aroused  Rutgers s tu d e n ts  
led P r in c e to n ia n s  on the eve  o f  the  game s t r a i g h t  to  an o ld  b la c k  cannon on the  
Rutgers campus. W ithin s i g h t  o f  the banners f l a u n t i n g  R utgers 1 d e f ia n c e  o f  t h e i r  
old time enemy, h a l f  a dozen P r in c e to n  men c o o l l y  p a in t e d  b r i g h t  orange s t r i p e s  
around the  m uzzle o f  the  o l d  cannon. R utgers s t u d e n t s ,  m eanwhile , were smear­
ing P r in c e to n  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t a t u e s  and w a l l s  w ith  v i v i d  s c a r l e t  p a in t .  But P r in c e ­
ton had gone to  the  h e a r t  o f  the o ld  feu d  by d e s e c r a t in g  the  Rutgers cannon, 
for between Rutgers and P r in c e to n  cannon means f i g h t .

I t  meant f i g h t  so  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  69 y e a r s  ago t h a t  the  f i r s t  game was viewed  
at the tim e as  an i n c id e n t  i n a  lo n g  c o n t e s t  over  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the h i s t o r i c  
cannon. In 1854 a R e v o lu t io n a r y  cannon m y s t e r io u s ly  d isa p p e a r ed  from the New 
Brunswick campus. S in c e  P r in c e t o n ia n s  had p r e v io u s l y  made o f f  w ith  R u tgers '  
cannon in  1836, Rutgers men q u ic k ly  assumed t h a t  the  r i v a l  s c h o o l  had done i t  
a g a in . T heir  s u s p i c i o n s  became unsh akab le  c o n v i c t i o n s  when P r in c e to n  l o f t i l y  
d e c l in e d  to  deny th e  a c c u s a t io n .

Although s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  h o p e f u l ly  s a n c t io n e d  the f o o t b a l l  game in  1869 
as a means o f  s e t t l i n g  th e  "cannon war," as  i t  came to  be known, the  c o n f l i c t  
p e r s i s t e d .  In 1875 n in e  members o f  th e  c l a s s  o f  1877 a t  R utgers  s e t  ou t  fo r  
P r in ceto n  a t  n ig h t  to  r e co v e r  the cannon. They had h ir e d  a box wagon and team 
and were armed w ith  crow bars, p i c k a x e s ,  s h o v e ls  and r o p e s .  They d id  not g e t  
to P r in c e to n  u n t i l  one in  the  morning. F iv e  men dug w h ile  th e  o th e r  four  kept  
watch, and when th e  "Owl Train" came in  w ith  th e  l a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  they  h id .  Foot  
by f o o t  th ey  dragged the  cannon over  th e  g r a s s  to  the wagon, s e v e r a l  hundred 
f e e t  away, h o i s t e d  i t  in  and q u ic k ly  covered  i t  w ith  a t a r p a u l in .  J u s t  in  t im e .  
Already the  windows were b e in g  r a i s e d  in  some o f  the  b u i l d i n g s ,  but no hue and
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