
STORIES of New Jersey
i

For t r a v e l i n g ,  the blooms a r e  p la c e d  in  cardboard b oxes  l i n e d  with wax 
paper which w i l l  no t  absorb m o is tu r e .  The stem s are  f a s t e n e d  to  the  bottom of 
the boxes w ith  c lo t h  tape and the  p e t a l s  are  c a r e f u l l y  arranged w ith  sm all  pieces  
o f  t i s s u e  paper between them to  p rev en t  f o l d i n g  and to  p r o t e c t  them against 
b r u i s e s .  Shipments o f  o r c h id s  are  made from New J e r s e y  g reen h o u ses  as  fa r  west 
as th e  R ockies  and so u th  to  th e  Gulf o f  M exico.

The r e t a i l  p r i c e  o f  an o r c h id  ranges from 75 c e n ts  to  $1 2 .  T h is  h igh price 
i s  due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  c o s t s  80 c e n t s  to  r a i s e  one f lo w e r  and th a t  the de
mand o f t e n  e x c ee d s  th e  su p p ly .

The American O rchid S o c i e t y  sp on sors  an o r c h id  show e v e r y  two y e a r s .  Held 
in  v a r io u s  c i t i e s  throughout the  co u n tr y ,  the shows a r e  g iv e n  a l t e r n a t e l y  in  the 
s p r in g  and f a l l  t o  perm it  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  p la n t s  f lo w e r in g  during  th e s e  seasons. 
P r iz e  e x h i b i t s  are  r e s e r v e d  f o r  the I n t e r n a t io n a l  Flower Show, which takes  place 
each  March a t  the Grand C en tra l  P a la c e  in  New York. At l e a s t  h a l f  the  flowers 
a t  t h i s  g r e a t  e x h i b i t i o n  a r e  New J e r s e y  grown.

The most con sp icu ou s  p a r t  o f  the  o r c h id  bloom i s  th e  la b e l lu m ,  or l i p ,  a 
d e e p ly  shaded , h ig h ly  d e c o r a te d  and b e a u t i f u l l y  f r in g e d  cone t h a t  droops from 
the  base  o f  the bloom. R is in g  beh ind  i t  are  two la r g e  p e t a l s  w ith  f r in g e d  ed
g e s ,  l i g h t e r  in  c o lo r ,  u s u a l l y ,  and approach ing  o n ly  by s u g g e s t i o n  the d e l ic a te  
curve  o f  the l i p .  Framing th e  p e t a l s  and the l i p  are th r e e  narrow, lo n g ,  curl
in g  s h o o t s ,  c a l l e d  s e p a l s ,  c o lo r e d  l i k e  the  p e t a l s  but w ith  smooth e d g e s .  The 
more e x p e n s iv e  specim ens a r e  deep  f u c h s ia ,  b ro n ze ,  y e l lo w  or w h i t e ,  w ith  con
t r a s t i n g  l i p .  Pure w h ite  b lo o m s , w ith  y e l lo w  t h r o a t s ,  are  a lw ays p o p u la r .  Del
i c a t e  t e x t u r e  and e x o t i c  c o lo r i n g  are  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t s  o f  the  o r c h id ' s  beauty, 
but the e x q u i s i t e  curves and the  in d iv id u a l  gra ce  o f  each segment g iv e  the flow
e r  an a lm ost  u n r e a l ,  gossam er f r a g i l i t y ,  l i k e  som eth ing  th a t  has dropped from 
sp a ce  and f l o a t e d  to  r e s t .


