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S O R C H I D  I N D U S T R Y

O rch id s ,  symbols o f  modern lu x u r y ,  are  
c e l e b r a t i n g  in  1938 th e  c e n te n a r y  o f  t h e i r  
c u l t i v a t i o n  in  America. F i f t y  y e a r s  ago  
th e  o r c h id  was a rare  specim en bloom ing in  
th e  green h ou ses  o f  w ea lth y  h o b b y is t s ,  i n ­
t e r e s t e d  o n ly  in  d e v e lo p in g  new, more e x ­
c i t i n g  t y p e s .  Today, d e s p i t e  the  d e p r e s ­
s i o n ,  the  o r c h id  in d u s t r y ,  v a lu ed  a t  m i l ­
l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s ,  s u p p l i e s  a n a t io n a l  mar­
k e t .  InSew J e r s e y  a lo n e  i t  i s  a 8 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
b u s i n e s s ,  one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  s p e c i a l i z e d  
h o r t i c u l t u r a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  in  a l l  the  w orld .  
Only m inu tes  away by t r a i n  and highway from 
th e  g r e a t  f lo w e r  m arkets o f  New York and 
P h i l a d e lp h ia ,  th e  Garden S t a t e  i s  an i d e a l ,  
l a r g e - s c a l e  p r o d u c t io n  c e n te r  fo r  o r c h id s .

The o r c h id  i s  a p e r e n n ia l  p la n t  th a t  
grows in  t r o p i c a l  and s e m i t r o p ic a l  r e g io n s  
o f  the w orld . S u r p r i s in g l y  tough, indepen­
d e n t  and l o n g - l i v e d ,  i t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  in t o  
two d i s t i n c t  t y p e s :  the  t e r r e s t r i a l  grows
a s  a ground p la n t ;  th e  e p ip h y t e ,  or t r e e  
s i t t e r ,  g e n e r a l l y  i s  found, i t s  r o o t s  un­
p r o t e c t e d ,  growing in  th e  branches or on the  
trunks o f  l i v i n g  t r e e s  or sometim es c l i n g ­
in g  to  h igh  barren  r o c k s ,  exp osed  to  the  

sun and r a in s .  I t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  not  a p a r a s i t e  f e e d in g  on o th er  l i v i n g  m a tte r .  
Food i s  u s u a l ly  o b ta in ed  from the surrou n d in g  a i r  and from d e c a y in g  v e g e t a b le  
matter which i s  washed down by r a in  from branches overh ead . A l to g e th e r  th e re  
are about 400 g e n e r a ,  or group c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  o f  the o r c h id ,  and w i t h in  the  
groups are ap p ro x im a te ly  1 5 ,0 0 0  known s p e c i e s  or in d iv id u a l  t y p e s .

New J e r s e y ' s  most w id e ly  produced gen u s, and the  one most commonly found  
in the n a t io n ' s  f lo w e r  sh o p s ,  i s  the  p u r p l e - t i n t e d  e p ip h y t ic  C a t t le y a ,  named 
for W illiam  C a t t l e y ,  an e a r ly  E n g l is h  h o r t i c u l t u r i s t .  The C a t t le y a  has numer­
ous s p e c i e s  and h y b r id s ,  v a r i o u s l y  c o lo r e d ,  s p e c t a c u la r  blooms produced by c r o s s ­
breeding d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s .  There a r e a l s o  b i - g e n e r i c  and t r i - g e n e r i c  h y b r id s ,  
created by c r o s s in g  the  p o l l e n  o f  two or t h r e e  p la n t s  b e lo n g in g  to  d i f f e r e n t  
groups o f  th e  o r c h id  f a m i ly .
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