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cock and the s n i p e ,  i f  they  d id  not im m ed ia te ly  s u c c e e d  in  changing the laws 
a t  l e a s t  brought to  the p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  the need fo r  such change. As an i l l  
l u s t r a t i o n  o f  whatm ight be accom p lish ed  by i n d i v i d u a l s ,  H erbert imported quail 
from the South and r e s to c k e d  a h u n tin g  area  in  New York where n a t iv e  broods had 
been d e s tr o y e d  by s e v e r e  c o ld .

In 1857, a f t e r  a lm ost tw od ecad es  o f  j o u r n a l i s t : ,  w r i t in g  on outdoor H f e 
Herbert p u b lish e d  h is  m a s te r p ie c e ,  The Horse and Horsemans h i p  m  Nor th  America 
This two-volume t r e a t i s e  on the h i s t o r y ,  b r e e d in g  and t r a i n i n g  o f  h o r se s  lifted  
him to  the rank o f  a g r e a t  s c h o la r  of n a tu r e .  A contem porary rev iew er  exclaimed: 
"It seemed the author must have made h o r s e s  the  one . . . s tu d y  o f  h i s  life."  
Even today Horse and Horsemans h i p  o c c u p ie s  a h igh  p la c e  In eq u ine  l i t e r a tu r e .

Upon t h i s  s u c c e s s  fo l lo w e d  q u ic k ly  H e r b e r t 's  secon d  m arr iage . The lon̂  
y e a r s  o f  l i v i n g  as a r e c lu s e  in  a f o r e i g n  land  seemed about to  v i e l d  to  a happy 
d om estic  l i f e .  But the  m elan ch o ly  had r o o te d  i t s e l f  too  d e e p ly  in  , rbert's 
s o u l  and p e r s o n a l i t y .  He q u a r r e le d  w ith  h i s  w i f e ,  she  l e f t  him, and f in a lb
demanded her freedom. The em o tio n a l  shock o f  th e  wreck o f  h i s  short-lived  
m arriage tw is te d  H er b e r t 's  s a d n e ss  and d i s i l l u s i o n  in to  s h e e r  madness.

With the d e l i b e r a t i o n  o f  an in s a n e  man, he i n v i t e d  s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  to at­
tend a banquet a t  the  S te v en s  House in  New York e x a c t l y  th r e e  months a f t e r  his 
wedding day. The l e t t e r s  were worded so  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  t h a t  o n ly  a former stu­
d e n t ,  P h i l i p  Anthon, appeared f o r  th e  grim o c c a s i o n .  During th e  cou rse  of the 
e v e n in g ,  Herbert excu sed  h im s e l f  and went in t o  th e  n e x t  room. A s h o t  rang out. 
Anthon ran to  H erb ert,  who la y  dead by h i s  own hand.

S h o r t ly  b e fo r e  h i s  s u i c i d e  H erbert poured out fo r  the  l a s t  time a l l  the 
unhappiness he had known in  America. With e v id e n t  s e l f - p i t y  he complained that 
"no c o u n s e l lo r ,  no f r i e n d ,  no country  have been mine fo r  s i x  and twenty years, 
every  hope broken down." E ig h te e n  years  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th ,  the  Newark Herbert 
A s s o c ia t io n  c a r r ie d  out h i s  w ish  to  be b u r ied  in  nearby Mt. P le a s a n t  Cemetery. 
Over h is  grave they  p la c e d  the  very  s m a l l ,  v ery  p la in  head ston e  which he had 
r e q u e s te d ,  w ith  the  i n s c r i p t i o n  composed by H erbert h i m s e l f — "Henry WilliamHer- 
b e r t ,  o f  England, aged 51 y e a r s ;  I n f e l i c i s s l m u s ."

At the  u n v e i l i n g  cerem onies  o ld  a c q u a in ta n c e s  spoke f e e l i n g l y  o f  the man 
whom they  had come to  honor. The u n s u c c e s s f u l  n o v e l i s t ,  e x i l e  from h i s  home­
la n d , w arr ior  a g a in s t  the c r u d i ty  o f  America, "Henry W ill iam  H erb ert,  o f  Eng­
land" lay  Indeed beneath the p a t h e t i c a l l y  worded h e a d s to n e .  Rut Frank Forester 
o f  America, c r e a to r  o f  beau ty  in  the  American s c e n e ,  l i v e d .
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