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iousness o f  E n g l i s h  cou n try  homes in  mind; i t  had a g r e a t  l i v i n g  room w ith  a 
tremendous f i r e p l a c e .  But the s t a i r c a s e  l e d  to  an u n f in i s h e d  g a r r e t ,  f o r  Her­
bert's p lan  f a r  e x ceed ed  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  modest g i f t .  As in  England he had the  
country at h i s  f r o n t  door. Green I s la n d ,  j u s t  o f f  th e  shore  in  f r o n t  o f  the  
house, was a haven f o r w i l d d u c k s  and g e e s e ,  a f a v o r i t e  s h o o t in g  p la c e  fo r  h u n t -  
ers. From h i s  porch s t r e t c h e d  a b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e  which H erbert d e s c r ib e d  as  
nthe smooth, s i l v e r y  P a s s a i c ,  and the upward s lo p e  o f  the  f a r t h e r  s i d e  co v e re d  
with rich  o rch a rd s ."

His home and th e  w i ld  l i f e  o f  America p r o v id e d  H erbert w ith  com pensations  
for the normal s o c i e t y  o f  men and women which he d e n ie d  h i m s e l f .  On t h e s e  he 
poured out the lo v e  th a t  he might have sh a red  w ith  human b e in g s .  The pow erful  
emotion th a t  f i r e s  h i s  n a tu re  d e s c r i p t io n s  r e v e a le d  to Americans new b e a u t i e s  
in h ereto fore  p r o s a ic  s c e n e s . For H erbert th e  autumn woods became l o v e l y  p la c e s  
where

the hues of the Innumerable m aples , in t h e i r  v a r io u s  s ta g e s  
of decay, purple  and crim son, and b r ig h t  gorgeous s c a r l e t ,  
were c o n tr a s te d  w ith  the r ic h  Chrome y e l lo w  of the b ir ch  and
p o p la r s ,  the s e r e  red l e a v e s  of the g i g a n t i c  oaks, and with  
the ever  verdant plumage of tne : r*. . s . . .

His outdoor w r i t i n g ,  however, ex ten d ed  beyond mere p o e t i c  r e v e l a t i o n .  He
tamed the w i ld  approach to  w i ld  l i f e  w ith  a c c u r a te  d e s c r i p t io n s  o f  th e  l i v i n g  
habits o f  f i s h ,  game, h o rse  and dog. In  an a r t i c l e ,  The S me l t  o f  t he  P a s s a i c  
Fiver, he f o l lo w e d  the  p a t t e r n  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  f i s h  th a t  
James J . Audubon had e s t a b l i s h e d  fo r  the  b ir d s  o f  North America. L ike  Audubon, 
whose f r ie n d  he was, H erbert p o s s e s s e d  the g i f t  o f  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  books which
enriched the  p u b l i c ' s  a p p r e c ia t i o n  o f  h i s  work. He made h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to
natural l o r e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  by su p p lem en tin g  h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  w ith  e x t e n s i v e  r e ­
search. In The Quai l  h e n o t o n l y  d e s c r ib e s  t h e b i r d  bu t  a l s o  recommends methods  
of gunning, the b e s t  tim e o f  day fo r  the  s p o r t ,  and the  proper r o le  o f  th e  dog.

H erb er t 's  arro g a n t  a t t i t u d e  and h i s  h a b i t  o f  a f f e c t i n g  the  t r a p p in g s  o f  a 
hunter on h i s  w alks through Newark s t r e e t s  made him an o b j e c t  o f  r i d i c u l e .  De­
spite h is  i r r a t i o n a l  b e h a v io r ,  h i s  s p o r t i n g  w r i t i n g ,  which was h e lp in g  to c r e ­
ate a new type o f  sportsm an, were m odels o f  s y s t e m a t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  The t i t l e  
and s u b t i t l e  o f  h i s  handbook fo r  sportsm en  r e v e a l s  the  enormous scope  o f  h i s  
Interest. The Complet e  Manual  f o r  Young S p o r t s m e n  was s u b t i t l e d

w ith  d i r e c t io n s  for  h an d lin g  the gun, the r i f l e  and the rod; 
the a r t  of s h o o t in g  on the wing; the break in g , management and 
hun ting  of the dog; the v a r i e t i e s  and h a b i t s  of game; r iv e r ,  
lake and sea f i s h i n g ;  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  prepared for the i n ­
s t r u c t i o n  and use of the youth of America.

H erb ert's  com b ination  o f  c o l o r f u l  w r i t i n g  and e x a c t  in fo r m a tio n  on n a tu r a l  
subjects won him a f a r  g r e a te r  fame than d id  th e  d u l l  n o v e ls  in  which he s t i l l  
maintained h i s  hope fo r  true r e c o g n i t io n .  His example o f  the g e n t le m a n ly  
sportsman and h i s  i r e  a t  wanton d e s t r u c t io n  o f  w i ld  l i f e  brought many r e q u e s t s  
from a l l  over the country  fo r  him to  take the l e a d  in  p r e v e n t in g  th e  t o t a l  an­
n ih i la t io n  o f  game. He responded w ith  a charge t h a t  the  q u a i l - s h o o t in g  laws o f  
the time were b a se d  on a d e f i c i e n t  knowledge o f  th e  l i v i n g  h a b i t s  o f  th e  b ir d ,  
and he urged r e v i s i o n  o f  the  game la w s .  M oreover, h i s  monographs on th e  wood­


