
STORIES of New Jersey

h im s e l f  a t  Eton and com pleted h i s  e d u c a t io n  a t  Cambridge. While here  he in­
curred  the d i s f a v o r  o f  h i s  f a m i ly ,  who were o u traged  by h i s  d i s r e g a r d  o f  their  
s o c i a l  code. When they  r e fu s e d  to  countenance  h i s  b e h a v io r , he f l e d  to  America.

The New York o f  1831 in  which H erbert a r r iv e d  i r r i t a t e d  him a f t e r  the  grace­
f u l  l i f e  o f  England. One o f  h i s  b io g r a p h e r s ,  W. S. Hunt, has c h a r a c te r iz e d  i t  
as

A c i t y  th a t  was the lane between the o ld  world and the new, 
w ith  some of the worst a t t r i b u t e s  of both . I t  was h a l f  coun­
try  v i l l a g e  w ith  ru ra l  c r u d i t i e s  . . .

The tw e n ty -fo u r  year o ld  e x i l e  a t  f i r s t  so u g h t  to  s u s t a i n  h i m s e l f  by teach ing ,  
but he f i n a l l y  turned to  making h i s  l i v i n g  by w r i t i n g .  He began with routine  
jo u r n a l is m , but h i s  income remained sm a ll  u n t i l  1839 , when f r i e n d s  persuaded 
him to  w r i te  some f i c t i o n a l i z e d  a c c o u n ts  o f  h u n tin g  and f i s h i n g  t r i p s  fo r  the 
magazine American T u r f  R e g i s t e r .  A lthough th e  resp onse  to  t h i s  *ork made i t  
p r o f i t a b l e ,  H erbert co n tin u ed  to  c o n s id e r  i t  b en ea th  h i s  t a l e n t s  and in s i s t e d  
on s ig n in g  h i s  s p o r t s  w r i t in g  "Frank F o r e s t e r ."

His m arriage to Sarah B arker , daughter  o f  th e  mayor o f  Bangor, Maine, in 
1839 opened the  way to  h i s  f i r s t  r e a l  h a p p in e ss  in  what he was now convinced  
was a h o s t i l e  la n d .  Her death  from t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  how ever, r e v iv e d  h i s  b i t t e r ­
n e s s .  Homesick fo r  England, f r i e n d l e s s  in  a country  which he d id  n o t  understand  
and which d id  n o t  understand  him, d i s a p p o in te d  t h a t  h i s  l i t e r a r y  fame r e s t e d  on 
such minor works as th o se  o f  Frank F o r e s t e r ,  he took  r e fu g e  from h i s  unhappi­
n ess  by f l e e i n g  from New York. He induced  h i s  f a t h e r  to  send him money to  build  
a home and to p r o v id e  fo r  the e d u c a t io n  o f  h i s  s o n .  When the r e m it ta n c e  arr ived ,  
i t  c a r r ie d  w ith  i t  an apo logy  fo r  i t s  sm a ll  s i z e .  H is f a t h e r  doubted the s ta ­
b i l i t y  o f  the  U n ited  S t a t e s  under th e  Dem ocratic  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  James K. 
P olk  and e x p la in e d  th a t  had the  Whig, Henry C lay , been e l e c t e d  P r e s id e n t ,  he 
. ou ld  have i n v e s t e d  a la r g e r  sum.

Herbert s e t t l e d  i n  New J e r s e y ,  b e c a u se  in  1845 New J e r s e y  was the only 
commonwealth which p e r m it te d  a l i e n s  to  h o ld  and convey r e a l  e s t a t e .  Like the 
e x i l e  Joseph Bonaparte b e f o r e  him, f o r  whom th e  law had been p a s s e d ,  Herbert 
was too  proud o f  h i s  Europ'ean b i r t h  to  c o n s id e r  American c i t i z e n s h i p .  Again 
l i k e  Bonaparte , Herbert always hoped to  be r e c a l l e d t o a  n o b le  p o s i t i o n  in  Europe.

In s te a d  he sp e n t  the  l a s t  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  from 1845 to  1858 in 
the gloomy house c a l l e d  "The C edars,"  on the  banks o f  the P a s s a ic  R iver  between 
Newark and B e l l e v i l l e .  P r e v io u s ly  he had hun ted , f i s h e d  and r id den  in  New Jer­
s e y ,  where the lan d scap e  seemed to  p r o v id e  an e sca p e  from the c o a r se  c i t y  of 
New York. The sportsm an in  H erbert m om entarily  triumphed over  the  unhappy ex­
i l e  when he wrote o f  s n ip e  l e a v i n g

the s a l t  marshes about the mouths of the R a r ita n ,  the Hacken­
sack , and the P a s s a ic  . . . g r a d u a l ly  ascend the co u r ses  of
the streams to the g r e a t  t r a c t s  of morass and bog-meadow, 
which are spread out for  l e a g u e s ,  the very P arad ise  of the 
S n ip e -sh o o te r  . . .

The Cedars became a symbol o f  H e r b e r t ' s  y e a r n in g  f o r  England and h i s  i n a b i l ­
i t y  to  a d ju s t  h im s e l f  to  the American s c e n e .  He b u i l t  th e  house w ith  th e  spac­


