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In the  m idd le  o f  the l a s t  cen tu ry  
the  q u i e t  P a s s a i c  R iver  and the i n v i t 
in g  c o u n t r y s id e  through which i t  ran 
a t t r a c t e d  to  New J e r s e y  a sad  young 
Englishman who founded f o r  the  U n ited  
S t a t e s  a new form o f  l i t e r a t u r e — the  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  outdoor l i f e .

He was named Henry W illiam  H erb ert,  
a yeunger s e n o f  a n o b le  Engl i s h  f a m i ly ,  
b u t he w rote on American s p o r t in g  l i f e  
under the pseudonym o f  "Frank F o r e s te r ,"  
b e c a u se  he was ashamed to  p la c e  h i s  r e a l  
name on what he c o n s id e r e d  t r i v i a l  work.
He r e se r v e d  the name Henry W ill iam  Her
b e r t  for  rom antic  n o v e l s ,  p o e tr y  and 
b io g r a p h y . The works o f  Henry W illiam  
H erbert l i e  f o r g o t t e n  today , but th o se  
o f  Frank F o r e s te r  s t i l l  h o ld  c o n s id e r 
a b le  i n t e r e s t  f o r  the  f ish erm a n , the  
hun ter  and th e  n a t u r a l i s t .
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Drawing upon the  background o f
t r a d i t i o n a l  E n g l i s h  en th u siasm  fo r  o u t -

I7 , , rr n u + door s p o r t ,  H erbert brought to  the  Amer-W i l l i a m Henry H e r b e r t  f  > e»

,,n , n j. rr l e a n  p u t l i c  a new r e s p e c t  fo r  w i ld  l i f e"Frank F o r e s t e r "  h y
and the p le a s u r e  to  be had in  f i e l d ,
s tream  and f o r e s t .  America was s t i l l  

too c lo s e  to  i t s  c o o n sk in  p io n e e r  days to  view th e  w i ld e r n e s s  as an o p p o r tu n ity  
for manly r e c r e a t i o n .  The word "sportsman" a t  th a t  tim e was a p p l i e d  a lm ost  e x 
c lu s iv e ly  to  gam blers , c o c k f ig h t  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  p r i z e - f i g h t  fan s  and o th e r s  who 
indulged in  n o t  q u i t e  r e s p e c t a b le  d i v e r s i o n s .  Moreover, th e  h a b i t s  o f  animal 
l i f e  a lm ost  unknown, and c a r e l e s s  s h o o t in g  and tra p p in g  th r e a te n e d  th e  e x t i n c 
t ion  o f  many s p e c i e s  o f  game.

H erbert, however, had been  born in  1.807 i n t o  th e  landed  g e n tr y  o f  England, 
a c la s s  which had hunted a s a p a s t i m e  fo r  g e n e r a t io n s  and had p assed  laws to i n 
sure a p l e n t i f u l  supp ly  o f  game. His lo v e  o f  outdoor l i f e  was i n s t i n c t i v e ,  and 
under the e x p e r t  gu id an ce  o f  h i s  f a th e r  he took  p art  in  moorland h u n tin g  ex p e
d i t io n s  as w e l l  as f a s h io n a b le  f o x - h u n t in g .  H erbert s to o d  c l o s e  to  the in h e r 
i tance  o f  the fa m ily  Earldom o f  Carnarvon and a s  a m atter  o f  c o u rse  prepared


