
STORIES of New Jersey

the m ajesty  o f  the famous w a t e r f a l l  th e re  th a t  he wrote th e  poem, THE FALLS OF 
THE PASSAIC:

in a wlJd, tra n q u il  v a l e ,  f r in g e d  with  f o r e s r s  of green ,
Where nature had fa sh io n e d  a s o f t  sy lv a n  s c e n e .
The r e t r e a t  of the r in g -d o v e ,  the haunt of the deer ,  
p a ssa lc  In s i l e n c e  rolled" g e n t le  and oi -ar.

SALMAGUNDI con tin u ed  through 20 i s s u e s  and th en , a year  and a day after  
i t s  founding , i t  was a b r u p t ly  h a l t e d  by i t s  amateur a u th o r s .  P robab ly  the nov
e l t y  had worn o f f  fo r m o s t  o f  them and they  turned to o th e r  p u r s u i t s .  To wash- 
in to n  I r v in g ,  however SALMAGUNDI proved to  be much more than a j e s t .  The 
s u c c e s s  o f  th e se  papers c o n t r ib u t e d  to  h i s  d e c i s i o n  to  d e v o te  h im s e l f  to  writ
in g .  Never one to  hurry h i m s e l f ,  I r v in g  d id  not beg in  h i s  r e a l  c a r e e r  u n t i l  a 
few years  a f terw ard , but when he d id  make a s t a r t ,  be w rote v e r y  much in  the 
f a c e t io u s  manner o f  SALMAGUNDI. Years l a t e r ,  a f t e r  he had w r i t t e n  s a t i r e s  and 
h i s t o r i e s  which made him w orld -fam ous, he wrote g r a t e f u l l y  to  Kemble o f  his 
debt to  "Old S a l ."

Nor d id  he f o r g e t  the good t im es  a t  C o c k lo f t  H a l l .  He must have smiled 
when he read in  a l e t t e r  from Kemble in  1824, "I s t i l l  lo o k  forw ard to  the time 
when you', P a u ld in g ,  B r e v o o r t ,  th e  Doctor (P e te r  Ir v in g )  and m y s e l f  s h a l l  as
semble th e r e ,  recount the  s t o r i e s  o f  our v a r io u s  l i v e s  and have another  game 
o f  le a p  f r o g ."  Many y e a r s  l a t e r ,  I r v in g  h i m s e l f  w ro te ,  "with Newark are as
s o c ia t e d  many p le a sa n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  e a r ly  days and o f  s o c i a l  m eetings at 
an o ld  mansion on the banks o f  the  P a s s a ic ."  S t i l l  l a t e r ,  n e a r in g  the  end of 
h is  l i f e ,  in  a l e t t e r  to Kemble he r e fe r r e d  to  th e  o ld  C o c k lo f t  Hall days with 
the p la y f u l  q u e s t io n ,  "Who would have thought th a t  we sh o u ld  ever  have lived 
to  be two such r e s p e c t a b le  o ld  gentlem en?"

Nearly h a l f  a cen tu ry  a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  SALMAGUNDI had c e a se d ,  a New
•Jersey town grasped an o p p o r tu n ity  to  r e tu rn  the  compliment o f  I r v i n g ’ s in ter
e s t  in  the S t a t e .  In 1952, when I r v in g  had earned  u n d isp u ted  rank h ere  and a- 
broad as a le a d in g  American a u th o r ,  Camptown, j u s t  o u t s id e  o f  Newark, honored 
him by ad op t in g  the name o f  I r v in g t o n .  From the l i t t l e  town on the  Hudson where 
he had s e t t l e d ,  which was a l s o  c a l l e d  I r v in g t o n ,  he g r a c e f u l l y  acknowledged 
the t r i b u t e  but d e c l in e d  to  a t te n d  th e  c erem o n ies .

B efore  I r v i n g ’s death in  1859, o ld  C o c k lo f t  H all  had p a sse d  out o f  the
hands o f  the  Kemble fa m i ly .  Although i t  c o n t in u ed  to s ta n d  fo r  many years on 
what i s  now the n o r t h e a s t  corner  o f  Gouverneur S t r e e t  and Mount P le a s a n t  Ave
nue, the t a s t e s  o f  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  owners c o n s t a n t l y  a l t e r e d  th e  b u i ld in g  un
t i l  on ly  the  w a l ls  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  rem ained. G radually  th e  c i t y  of 
Newark c r ep t  up and covered  p a r t  o f  th e  garden. The f i s h  pond and summer house 
d isap p eared  when a new s t r e e t  was cu t  through. In 1921 th e  remainder o f  the 
grounds were used fo r  the  s i t e  o f  a tobacco  machine f a c t o r y ,  and the l a s t  in
h a b i t a n t s  o f  C o c k lo f t  H a ll  l e f t  th e  house v a c a n t .  when the f a c t o r y  build ing  
was to be en larged  the  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  th e r e  was a movement to  have the ola 
house moved e lsew h ere  but th e  e f f o r t  to  p r e se r v e  th e  c r a d le  o f  SALMAGUNDI and 
a l l  i t s  joyous background f a i l e d ,  and the house was d em o lish ed .  A l l  th a t  sur
v i v e s  o f  the Kembles’ P a s s a ic  R iver  hom estead i s  C o c k lo f t  H all  in  SALMAGUNDI.


