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lo a d s  o f  r e l i o s , i n c l u d i n g  o a r r ia g e s  and s l e i g h s  d a t in g  from 1 7 5 7 ,many o f  which 
were made t o  order  by B r e w ste r .  These o ld  v e h i c l e s  had b een  s ta n d in g  unused i n 
t h e  Ringwood s t a b l e s .

The m ines f i n a l l y  d o s e d  i n  1931 , and w i l l  p r o b a b ly  n o t  be reopened . Al­
though t h e  nearby  h i l l s  are  s t i l l  r i c h  i n  i r o n  o r e ,  i t  i s  no lo n g e r  p r o f i ta b le  
t o  e x tr a o t  i t .  Upwards o f  500 men, many o f  them d e sc en d a n ts  o f  t h o s e  who came 
h ere  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  t h e  in d u s t r y ,  w ere throw n out  o f  work when t h e  mines 
were sh u t  down. Many o f  t h e s e  are  th e  Jaokson W h ite s ,  a m ountain  f o l k  who have 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  Ramapo Mountains s i n c e  t h e  R e v o lu t io n a r y  War. They have  depended 
f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  on t h e  m in e s ,  and s t i l l  sp eak  o f  t h e  "Company" w i t h  awe, while  
"The Family" means o n ly  t h e  H e w i t t s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,b e f o r e  P e t e r  Cooper's 
t im e money was p r a c t i c a l l y  unknown by  t h e  workmen. A l l  o f  t h e i r  t r a d in g  was 
done a t  th e  company s t o r e — s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e — where t h e y  were  c r e d i t e d  with 
s u p p l ie s  i n  exohange f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i o e s .

Almost c o m p le te ly  u n s p o i l e d ,  t h e  woodlands o f  Ringwood are  w e l l  s u i t e d  to 
outdoor r e o r e a t io n .  The Department o f  C o n se r v a t io n  and Development i s  planning 
a form al open ing  o f  Ringwood Manor S t a t e  Park e a r l y  i n  t h e  summer. Announce­
ment o f  t h e  e x a c t  d a te  and t h e  program o f  t h e  op en in g  cerem onies  w i l l  be pub­
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s .
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