
The p o r t e - c o o h e r e  o f  Ringwood Manor

As t h e  m ines brought w e a l th  t o  t h e  H ew itt  f a m i ly ,  t h e  h ou se  and gardens  
were en larged  and e m b e l l i s h e d .  There i s  no t r a c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  m ansion  o f  t h e  
simple C o lo n ia l  l i n e s  o f  Robert E r s k in e ’ s h o u s e ,  p a r t l y  d e s tr o y e d  by t h e  B r i t 
ish r a id in g  p a r ty .E a o h  owner h as  a l t e r e d  i t  a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s  t a s t e 3 and n e e d s .  
F inally  t h e  w hole  has b een  co v ered  w i t h  s t u o c o .

The gardens have b een  l a i d  out w ith  w a l k s , r o s e  a r b o r s , t e r r a c e s  and ponds;  
adorned w ith  s ta t u e s ,o r n a m e n t a l  g a t e s ,C h in e s e  v a s e s , I t a l i a n  m arb les  and Prenoh  
fountains; and s p r in k le d  w i th  r e l i c s  o f  C o lo n ia l  and e a r l y  American h i s t o r y .  
In th e  garden t h e r e  a r e  oolumns from t h e  o ld  New York L i f e  In su ra n ce  B u i ld in g .  
In the tow er  o f  t h e  h ou se  hangs t h e  b e l l  from  t h e  o ld  fu r n a c e  whioh summoned 
the workmen i n  t im e s  o f  d an ger . The windows o f  t h e  g l a s s  p ia z z a  were fo r m e r ly  
part o f  t h e  Cooper Union Art S c h o o l  i n  New York C i t y .

F o r tu n a te ly  t h e  p r o p r ie t o r s  o f  Ringwood have t r e a s u r e d  r e l i c s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  
Museums, e x p o s i t i o n s  and p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r s  have drawn on t h i s  s to r e h o u s e  o f  
tre a su r e s .A t  t h e  C e n te n n ia l  E x p o s i t io n  i n  P h i la d e lp h ia  i n  1876 t h e r e  was shown 
a complete R e v o lu t io n a r y  k i t c h e n ,  w i th  u t e n s i l s ,  s p i t  c r a n e ,  s p i d e r s ,  e t c . , a l l  
furnished by Mr. H e w it t .  Those w ere n ev er  r e tu r n e d .

The s t a b l e s  are  u n u s u a l ly  e la b o r a t e ,  w i th  p an e led  c y p r e ss  w a l l s .  When 
Henry Ford founded Iris American V i l l a g e  a t  Dearborn h e  was s u p p l ie d  w i t h  5 oar-


