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One o f  t h e  two l i o n s  t h a t  guard an e n tr a n c e  t o  t h e  house

During t h e  management o f  t h e  e ld e r  R yerson , Ringwood f o r g e s  furnished 
m u n ition s  f o r  t h e  War o f  1812 . S ta n d in g  on t h e  lawn i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house to
day i s  one o f  t h e  main d eck  guns o f  t h e  f r i g a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  forged  h e r e .  A
grove o f  t r e e s  f la n k in g  t h e  t e r r a o e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h ou se  was p la n t e d  by Mrs* 
Ryerson t o  commemorate t h e  Peaoe o f  Ghent t h a t  ended t h e  c o n f l i c t .

By 1853 t h e  f o r tu n e s  o f  Ringwood were a t  a low ebb. P e te r  Cooper, the
g r e a t  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  loaned  t h e  Ryersons money t o  b u i ld  up
th e  t o t t e r i n g  s t r u c t u r e ;  but i n  t h e  end was fo ro e d  t o  p urchase  i t .  The manage
ment o f  t h e  i r o n  p r o p e r t i e s  was tu rn ed  over  t o  Abram S .  H ew itt  who i n  partner
sh ip  w ith  P e te r  Cooper’ s 3 on, Edward, owned t h e  T renton Ir o n  Company. Ringwood 
prom ised a v a lu a b le  so u r c e  o f  su p p ly  f o r  t h e  f ir m  o f  Cooper and H ew itt  which 
became one o f  th e  most im p ortan t  oonoern 3 i n  th e  i r o n -m in in g  i n d u s t r y .  After  
Abram H ew itt  m arried h i s  p a r t n e r ’ s s i s t e r  Ringwood was ch osen  as t h e i r  summer 
home.


