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When t h e  R e v o lu t io n  broke out E r sk in e  a t  once 3 id e d  w i t h  t h e  o o l o n i s t s  

^  so ld  h i s  p r o d u c ts  t o  t h e  p a t r i o t s .  B ecause  he  was one o f  t h e  few  e n g in e e r s  
in the c o u n tr y ,  W ashington a p p o in te d  him a s  Geographer and Surveyor G eneral t o  
■the R ev o lu t io n a ry  A rm ies .  E r s k in e  made m ost o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  maps i n c lu d in g  
those fo r  t h e  J e r s e y  cam paigns. I n  t h e  New York H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  t h e r e  are  
114 o f  th e  129 maps i n  E r s k in e ’ s own h a n d w r i t in g ; s e v e r a l  a r e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  
of J. P» Morgan; t h e  rem ainder a r e  i n  W ashington . These maps a r e  m odels o f  a o -  
ouracy and e x e c u t i o n .

The road t o  Ringwood was c a r e f u l l y  guarded , and a b a t t e r y  was p la n t e d  on 
the mountain a t  S u f f e r n .  E r sk in e  o r g a n ize d  and d r i l l e d  a oompany o f  men read y  
to i n a r c h  a g a in s t  any a t t a c k .  S e v e r a l  t im e s  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r o o p s  g o t  a s  f a r  as  
Mahwah, j u s t  over  t h e  m o u n ta in s .  Onoe a r a id in g  p a r t y  reach ed  Ringwood and s e t  
f ire t o  t h e  h o u s e .  Mrs. E rsk in e  e scap ed  i n  h e r  n ig h tg o w n , h e r  watch s a f e l y  
hidden i n  h e r  s l i p p e r .  F o r t u n a t e ly  t h e  r a id e r s  had found t h e i r  way f i r s t  t o  
the wine c e l l a r .  W hile  t h e y  d a l l i e d  th e r e ,A m e r ic a n  t r o o p s  a r r iv e d ,a n d  t h e  i n 
v a d e r s  were d r iv e n  o f f .

E rsk ine a d m in is te r e d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  so  e f f i c i e n t l y  t h a t  he  was c a l l e d  t h e  
"Lord o f  Ringwood."He b u i l t  a dam- a t  Tuxedo and dug a d i t c h  t o  c a r r y  t h e  wat
ers o f  Lake Tuxedo t o  i n o r e a s e  t h e  w aterp ow er . He a l s o  b u i l t  a dam a t  Green
wood Lake. Day and n ig h t  t h e  f o r g e s  w ere  t u r n in g  out ammunition f o r  t h e  p a t r i 
ots.

There are  a number o f  e n t r i e s  i n  W ash ington’ s exp en se  a c c o u n t s ,  such  a 3 
items fo r  w ash in g  and f o r  s h o e in g  o f  h o r s e s ,  t h a t  r e f e r  t o  s t o p s  a t  Ringwood. 
Washington was a t  Ringwood whenhe s e n t  o rd ers  f o r  t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  Poaap- 
ton m utiny. G eneral Howe’ s r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  u p r i s in g  was w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  
When th e  war ended t h e r e  was a g r e a t  v i c t o r y  d in n e r  a t  t h e  Manor, a t te n d e d  by  
Washington and g u e s t s  from a s  f a r  as New York. Im pressed  by  t h e  b e a u ty  o f  t lje  
country, W ashington i s  s a id  t o  have s u g g e s te d  t h a t  Ringwood „■ o u ld  be i d e a l  f o r  
a great r e c r e a t i o n  ground. He fo r e s a w  t h a t  New York would become t h e  l a r g e s t  
c ity  i n  t h e  c o u n tr y ,  i f  n o t  i n  t h e  w o r ld .  T h i r t y - f i v e  m i l e s  away,New York was 
then a tw o -d a y ’ s jo u rn ey ;  t h e  t im e  r e q u ir e d  now i s  l e s s  th a n  two h o u r s .

On t h a t  t r a g i c  d a y ,  O ctober 2 ,  1780 , on whioh t h e  young Major Andre was 
exeouted a t  Tappan R obert E rsk in e  d ie d  as  a r e s u l t  o f  exp osu re  w h i l e  on a su r 
veying e x p e d i t i o n .  Though some o f  W ashington’ s s t a f f  were p r e s e n t ,  t h e  Gener
al did n o t  w i t n e s s  t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f  t h e  young E n g l i s h  s p y .  The s h u t t e r s  o f  
headquarters a t  Tappan were c l o s e d ,  and i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  saddened Com
mander i n  C h ie f  was t r a v e l l i n g  through  t h e  n o r th e r n  h i l l s  t o  t h e  home o f  h i s  
devoted f r i e n d .

In  1782 W ashington r e tu r n e d  t o  Ringwood and p la n t e d  an elm  b e s id e  t h e  
brick cryp t  i n  which  E rsk in e  was b u r ied *  The grave may be 3 een  t o d a y ,  a n d ,b e 
side i t ,  t h a t  o f  E rs& in efs  s e c r e t a r y ,  Robert M o n te ith .

A f te r  E r s k ln e ’ s d ea th  h i s  widow and h e r  second husband, Robert L e t t i s  
Hooper, an army o f f i c e r ,  managed t h e  p r o p e r ty  f o r  3 y e a r s .  I n  1783 a l l  t h e  
iron was o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  and t h e  p l a c e  was c lo s e d *

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1807 t h a t  t h e  Ringwood m ines and f o r g e s  were a g a in  ac 
t iv e .  The p r o p e r ty  was purchased  by  M artin  R yerson , who ran  t h e  i n d u s t r y  su c 
c e s s f u l ly  f o r  30 y e a r s .  Under h i s  3 son s  who fo l lo w e d  him t h e  b u s in e s s  dwin
dled, due p a r t l y  t o  t h e  opening o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  f i e l d s  and t o  t h e  im prove
ment i n  methods o f  i r o n  m a n u fa ctu re .


