
STORIES of New Jersey

Ringwood Manor l i e s  betw een t h e  wooded s lo p e s  o f  a rugged l i t t l e  valley 
a t  t h e  n o r th e rn  end o f  Wanaque R e s e r v o ir ,  o n ly  a m i le  from t h e  New York State 
boundary, and about 10 m i le s  sou th w est  o f  S u f f e r n ,  N. Y. The Manor House ami 
about 100  a c r e s  o f  land  h as  been  g iv e n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  by E r sk in e  H e w it t , t h e  last 
owner o f  an e s t a t e  onoe occu p ied  by e a r l y  ir o n  m a n u fa c tu r e r s .

The i r o n  mined i n  t h e  nearby  h i l l s  was c o n v e r te d  at t h e  Ringwood forge  in­
t o  m u nitions  and f i e l d  equipment f o r  W ash in g ton 's  army. I t s  p o s i t i o n  on the 
main road h a lfw a y  betw een West P o in t  and M orristown made i t  a  c o n v e n ien t  place 
fo r  c o n fe r e n c e s  betw een W ashington and h i s  g e n e r a l s .  Here t h e  Commander in 
C h ie f  came t o  c o n fe r  w i t h  Robert E r s k i n e , t h e  ir o n -m a ste r ,w h o  was a l s o  surveyor 
gen era l  f o r  th e  Army. The "forges were so  im p ortan t  t o  t h e  C o lo n ia l  cause  that 
extreme p r e c a u t io n s  were t a k e n  t o  p r o t e c t  them . The names Ringwood and Erskine 
were not m entioned i n  m i l i t a r y  d i s p a t c h e s ,  l e s t  t h e  m essages  f a l l  i n t o  the 
hands o f  B r i t i s h  s p i e s . I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  many o f  W a sh in g to n 's  l e t t e r s  dated  from 
"headquarters" were w r i t t e n  from t h i s  s e c lu d e d  v a l l e y .

The m ines o f  Ringwood c o n t in u ed  i n  o p e r a t io n  lo n g  a f t e r  modern methods of 
s m e l t in g  and f o r g in g  had c a r r ie d  i r o n  m anufacture  t o  o th e r  r e g i o n s .  U n t i l  1931 
Ringwood was t h e  c e n te r  o f  an a c t i v e  community. The p r e t e n t i o u s  house and 
gard en s , t h e  many r e l i c s  and o b j e c t s  o f  a r t  g a th ered  from a l l  p a r t s  o f  the 
world r e f l e c t  t h e  im portance o f  t h e  owners and t h e  w e a l th  t h e y  t o o k  from an es­
t a t e  t h a t  once oovered  1 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  t h e  Ramapo h i l l s .

On t h e  path  b e f o r e  t h e  house  are  c r u s h in g  s t o n e s  and g r in d s to n e s  found in 
t h e  v i c i n i t y .  They i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  was an In d ia n  camp s i t e .  About 
1739 C o r n e l iu s  Board, a  W elsh m iner t h e n  l i v i n g  a t  l i t t l e  F a l l s ,  le a r n e d  from 
t h e  In d ia n s  t h a t  t h e r e  was i r o n  o r e  i n  t h e  Pompton m o u n ta in s .  They l e d  him to 
t h e  head o f  t h e  Ringwood R iv e r ,  a  branch o f  t h e  Pequannook, and t h e r e  h e  bu ilt  
a sm a ll  fu r n a c e .

In  May o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  Board s o ld  t h e  fu rn aoe  and 16 a c r e s  f o r  fc63 
t o  a f a m i ly  by  t h e  name o f  Ogden, r e s i d e n t s  o f  Newark, who had b een  surveying  
t h e  i r o n  f i e l d s  o f  n o r th e r n  New J e r s e y  and had bought up s e v e r a l  water-power  
s i t e s  a lo n g  t h e  Pequannock R iv e r .

I t  was-the Ogdens who gave t h e  n o r th e r n  New J e r s e y  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  i t s  s ta r t .  
They b u i l t  a s p le n d id  house  and s e v e r a l  s m a l le r  d w e l l in g s  and c a r r i e d  on ac­
t i v e  t r a d e  i n  fo r g e d  i r o n .  Forged i r o n  was sh ip p e d  by  m ules t o  p o i n t s  on the 
Haokensack and P a s s a ic  R iv e r s ,  where i t  co u ld  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  b o a t s .

Word o f  t h i s  p r o m is in g  e n t e r p r i s e  came t o  t h e  e a r s  o f  P e t e r  H asenolever,  
a shrewd German prom oter .  He went t o  London and persuaded p e o p le  i n f l u e n t i a l  
i n  oourt  c i r c l e s  t o  buy s h a r e s  i n  a company t h a t  was t o  d e v e lo p  r e so u rc e s  in  
t h e  new w o r ld .  I t  i s  s a id  Queen C h a r lo t te  and some o f  h e r  maids o f  honor sub­
s c r ib e d .  The new c o n o e m  was c a l l e d  t h e  American i r o n  Company and Hasenolever  
was s e n t  t o  America a s  r e s i d e n t  manager#

In  t h e  New York Mercury o f  March 5 ,  1764 appeared an  a d v e r t ise m e n t  o f f e r -  
in g  f o r  s a l e  t h e  Ogden p r o p e r t i e s  on t h e  Ringwood R iv e r .  T h is ,  H asenolever  
bought f o r  B 5 ,0 0 0 ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  lan d s  a t  Long Pond, i n  a l l  15,000  
a c r e s .


