
STORIES of New Jersey

Such a h ou se  i s  t h e  t i n y  o ld  David  Demarest h ou se  i n  R iv e r  Edge, b u i l t  a -  
bout 1686, w i t h  t w in  doors  and two la r g e  so u th  windows* The r o o f  i s  p i t c h e d  
from the r id g e  and c u rv es  g e n t l y  ou t t o  co v e r  t h e  overh an g in g  e a v e s  i n  f r o n t ;  
•bhe dormer windows were added o n ly  a few  y e a r s  a g o .  Sometimes t h e  Dutch used  
a roof w ith  a s im p le  p i t c h ,  l i k e  t h i s  o n e ,  but g e n e r a l l y  t h e y  p r e fe r r e d  a gam­
brel r o o f ,o n e  t h a t  s lo p e s  f l a t l y  from t h e  r i d g e , t h e n  break s  i n t o  a s t e e p  s l o p e  
down to  t h e  e a v e s .  T h is  gave much more headroom i n  t h e  a t t i c  w ith o u t  i n c r e a s ­
ing the  s i z e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and was o f t e n  u sed  on la r g e r  h o u s e s ,  where t h e r e  
was a c e n t r a l  h a l l  and s t a i r w a y .  Thus t h e  a t t i c  c o u ld  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  com fort­
able bedrooms*

The o ld  Terhune h ou se  i n  H ackensack , much l a r g e r  th a n  t h e  Demarest h o u s e ,  
was b u i l t  i n  t h i s  form about 1 6 7 0 .  I t  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  Dutch house  s ta n d in g  i n  
New J ersey  and i s  s t i l l  o c cu p ied  b y  t h e  d e sc en d a n ts  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Terhune  
who b u i l t  i t .  The gambrel r o o f  ends i n  lo n g  e a v e s  e x te n d in g  over  t h e  so u th  
porch which was b u i l t  many y e a r s  l a t e r .  I t s  unu sual w id th  h as  made t h e  r o o f  
very h igh  and formed n o t  o n ly  a secon d  f l o o r  but a l s o  a c o n s id e r a b le  a t t i c  a -  
bove. The o u t s id e  s to n ew o r k ,r o u g h e r  and cruder th a n  i n  t h e  l a t e r  b u i l t  h o u s e s ,  
has been w h itew a sh ed , g i v i n g  t h e  o ld  s to n e  an aged  c r u s t y  t e x t u r e  b en ea th  t h e  
ivy v ines*  I t  h as  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  w i t h  s t e e p  narrow s ta ir w a y  t o  t h e  a t t i c , w i t h  
a door h a lfw a y  up t h e  f l i g h t ,  k ep t  c lo s e d  i n  w i n t e r ,  an arrangem ent custom ary
•with th e  Dutch i n  a l l  h o u se s  o f  t h i s  ty p e *

As f a m i l i e s  outgrew  t h e i r  hom es, t h e  Dutch som etim es added a w in g  much 
larger th an  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h ou se  and k ep t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a s  a k i t c h e n  wing* Oc­
c a s io n a l ly  a second  s m a l l  w ing was added t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  new a d d i ­
t ion , form ing a c e n t r a l  h ou se  w ith  b a la n c e d  s i d e  w in g s .  Of t h i s  t y p e  i s  t h e  
Hopper house on P o l i f l y  Road i n  H ack en sack . The c e n t r a l  p o r t io n  was b u i l t  i n  
1808, a lth ou gh  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  i s  u n d ou b ted ly  much o l d e r .

Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  13 th  c e n tu r y  t h e  e a v es  were ex ten d ed  s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  
and sm all columns were p la c e d  under them  t o  form a f r o n t  p o r c h .  Sometimes t h i s  
was done on b o th  f r o n t  and r e a r .

A f te r  1300 E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  from New 
England in tr o d u c e d  t h e  G eorg ian  C o lo n ia l  
s ty le ,  or what i s  g e n e r a l l y  known a s 1,C o lo -  
n ia l , '1 among t h e  Dutch b u i l d e r s .  T h is  i n ­
fluence appeared i n  t h e  u se  o f  E n g l i s h  
Georgian d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  enframements o f  
doorways, d e l i c a t e  f a n l i g h t s ,  transom s and 
side l i g h t s  and molded c o r n i c e s .

Sometimes t h e  h o u se s  were b u i l t  o f  wood 
instead  o f  s t o n e ,  w i t h  t h i c k  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  
of b r ic k .  The V ree lan d  h ou se  i n  L e o n ia , t h e  
f in e s t  example o f  t h e  f u l l y  d e v e lo p ed  Dutch  
Colonial s t y l e  i n  New J e r s e y ,  i s  o f t h i s  
type.The frame p o r t io n  was b u i l t  about 1836  
as an a d d i t io n  t o  t h e  s m a ll  s t o n e  w ing t o  
the e a s t ,  w hich  was k ep t  f o r  s e r v i c e  quar­
t e r s .  I t  h as  f r o n t  and r e a r  porches  and a 
front door w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  lea d ed  g l a s s  fa n ­
l ig h t  and narrow s id e  l i g h t s .  The g a b le s The V ree lan d  House a t  Leonia


