
0 6 STORIES of New Jersey

I n  1664 t h e  ow nership  o f  s la v e s  was 
made l e g a l  i n  New J e r s e y ,  and w ith  the 
ample la b o r  th u s  a v a i l a b l e  the Dutch be
gan t o  b u i l d  h o u s e s  o f  s to n e  in s te a d  of 
wood# S la v e s  q u a r r ied  t h e  red  sandstone 
f r o n  beds i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  Hackensaok 
D iv e r ,  trimmed i t  r o u g h ly  i n t o  blocks 
and l a i d  i t  up i n  w a l l s  w i th  a mortar 
made o f  r i v e r  mud mixed w i t h  3traw*When 
t h e  m ortar had d r ie d  out th o r o u g h ly ,  i t  
formed a s u r p r i s i n g l y  s t r o n g  and dura
b l e  bond f o r  t h e  s ton ew ork , and muoh of 
i t  s t i l l  s u r v iv e s #  Where n e c e s s a r y ,  in 
l a t e r  y e a r s ,  t h e  j o i n t s  were repaired 
w it h  l im e  m ortar ,w h ich  a c c o u n ts  f o r  the 
sharp  w h ite  j o in t in g , s o m e t im e s  conspic
uous i n  many o f  t h e s e  h o u se s  t o d a y .  The 
w a l l s  were about 1-|- f e e t  t h i c k ,  which 
h e lp e d  t o  keep t h e  i n t e r i o r  warm ha win
t e r  and c o o l  i n  summer. Door and window 
fram es were b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  masonry. For 
p r o t e c t i o n  from storm s t h e  s e t t le r s  
f i t t e d  t h e  windows w i t h  h ea v y  paneled 
wooden s h u t t e r s  and doors making the 
p a n e l s  i n  t h e  Dutch manner, w ith  the 
c o r n e r s  c u t  o f f  a t  a 4 5 -d e g r e e  angle#

When t h e s e  Dutch p io n e e r s  f i r s t  began t o  b u i l d  h o u se s  i n  t h e  New Jersey 
w i l d e r n e s s ,  t h e y  q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  t r i e d  t o  make them lo o k  a s  much as  p oss ib le  
l i k e  t h e i r  co u n tr y  h o u se s  i n  H o l la n d ,  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e y  remembered t h e  great 
overhanging  eaves  t h a t  p r o j e c t e d  4 or 5 f e e t  beyond t h e  f r o n t  w a l l .  N e a r ly  ev
e r y  Dutch h ou se  was b u i l t  f a c i n g  s o u t h ,  p e r m i t t in g  t h e  w in t e r  su n , low  i n  the 
s k y ,  t o  s h in e  on t h e  w a l l  under t h e  e aves#  The e a v e s  a l s o  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  door
way from r a in  and snow, and on warm summer d a y s ,  when t h e  sun  was h i g h ,  they 
shaded t h e  w hole  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house#

Many o f  t h e  e a r l y  h ou ses  c o n s i s t e d  o f  j u s t  two rooms and an empty a t t i c  
reached by a lad d er#  They were p r o b a b ly  p lan n ed  much as  t h e  l o g  ca b in s  that 
s to o d  t h e r e  b e f o r e  thenuTo save  sp a ce  t h e r e  was no h a l l  betw een  t h e  rooms and, 
f o r  p r iv a c y ,  t h e r e  was no c o n n e c t in g  door bu t  s e p a r a te  f r o n t  e n tr a n c e s#  Beside 
each door was one g r e a t  window f a c i n g  t h e  so u th  and som etim es a secon d  smaller  
window i n  t h e  r e a r  w a l l#  The h o u se s  were  b u i l t  w i t h  few  windows b e c a u se  glass  
was e x p e n s iv e  and b ec a u se  i t  d id  n o t  keep out t h e  c o ld  or h e a t  v e r y  w e l l#

There was u s u a l l y  o n ly  one f i r e p l a c e , b u i l t  i n  t h e  w e s t  h a l l  o f  t h e  house, 
bu t i t  was w ide enough t o  t a k e  b i g  l o g s  and h ig h  enougjh t o  sw ing th e  cranes 
t h a t  h e ld  t h e  h ea v y  i r o n  k e t t l e s  i n  w h ich  Dutch h o u sew iv es  prepared  t h e  family  
m eals#  There was a lw ays a c e l l a r ,  reach ed  b y  o u t s id e  s t e p s  b e s id e  t h e  front  
d o o r s .  Beams f o r  t h e  r a f t e r s  and t h e  j o i n t s  under t h e  w ide  p la n k  f l o o r s  were 
hewn out  o f  t r e e s  cu t  from t h e  la n d ,  r o u g h ly  squared  and adzed# The g a b le  ends 
o f  t h e  h ou ses  were s h in g le d  above t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  masonry w a l l ,a n d  t h e  r o o f  was 
covered  w ith  th a tc h #  'When t h e  t h a t c h  wore o u t ,  i t  was r e p la c e d  i n  l a t e r  years 
by s h i n g l e s .


