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THE DUTCH COLONIAL ARCHITECTURE OF NORTHERN NEW JERSEY

About 200 o f  t h e  o ld  h o u se s  b u i l t  by t h e  Dutch s e t t l e r s  from New Amsterdam 
between 1664 and 1830 are  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  th r o u g h o u t  n o r th e r n  New J e r s e y .  A few  
sirailar h ou ses  rem ain i n  s o u th e r n  New York S t a t e  but t h e  m a j o r i t y  are  i n  Bergen  
County, where t h e y  form so  n a t u r a l  a p a r t  o f  t h e  la n d sc a p e  t h a t  t h e y  have come 
to be c o n s id er e d  a l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e .

Dutch s e t t l e r s  f i r s t  c r o s s e d  t h e  Hudson i n  se a r c h  cf farm and g r a z in g  land  
which t h e y  purchased  from t h e  I n d i a n s .  They soon t i r e d  o f  f e r r y in g  t h e  r i v e r  
daily t o  work on t h e i r  fa rm s, so  t h e y  b u i l t  l o g  ca b in s*  No t r a c e s  o f  t h e s e
shelters  remain*
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