
STORIES of New Jersey

A sid e  from t h e  boatmen, t h e  workmen were m o s t ly  l o c k  t e n d e r s ,p l a n e  tenders 
and tow path  w a lk e r s .  The l a s t  were j u s t  what t h e  name i m p l i e s .  They walked the 
to w p a th s ,  cow ering a b e a t  o f  from 6 t o  10  m i l e s , o n  a sharp lo o k o u t  f o r  possible  
l e a k s  which m ight f l o o d  an e n t i r e  a r e a .  The c h i e f  enem ies  o f  t h e  tow path  walker 
were muskrats who burrowed i n t o  t h e  banks t o  make t h e i r  n e s t s .  A c o lo n y  would 
alm ost  honeycomb a bank i n  a few  days i f  n o t  p r e v e n te d .

i n  Newark t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  l i v i n g  rem inders o f  t h e  w aterw ay. P lane  Street 
i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  one o f  t h e  p la n e s  on t h e  c a n a l .  On Orange S t r e e t ,  j u s t  below 
F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  i s  one o f  t h e  o ld  drums used  t o  p u l l  t h e  b o a t s  up t h e  r i s e  and o« 
ver  Orange S t r e e t .  The Newark subway i s  b u i l t  on t h e  o ld  c a n a l  bed where i t  ran 
under Broad S t r e e t  betw een  t h e  o ld  P o s t  O f f i c e  and K re sg e ’ s Department Store 
and under t h e  o ld  C enter  M arket, a s  f a r  as M ulberry S t r e e t .  Here t h e  boatmen 
were fo r c e d  t o  p o le  t h e  b a rg es  th rou gh  t h e  dark  damp t u n n e l , i l l - s m e l l i n g  and a- 
l i v e  w ith  r a t s .

Near W ater loo , i n  S u s s e x  County, t h e r e  i s  a s m a ll  s e c t i o n  p r e s e r v e d  by the 
S t a t e ,  t h e  o n ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  109 m i l e s  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  i n  u s e .
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