
STORIES of New Jersey

Huge s to n e  w a l l s ,  l i k e  t h i s  one a t  Boonton , were  e r e c t e d  t o  keep t h e  c a n a l  from  
washing away i t s  banks and runn ing  over  t h e  lo w la n d s .  Some o f  t h e  s to n e s

in  t h i s  w a l l  are  a lm o s t  t e n  f e e t  l o n g .  No c o n c r e t e  was u sed  i n  t h e  con­
s t  rue t i o n ~ - t h e  s to n e s  are  cu t  and f i t t e d  s o  p e r f e c t l y  t h a t  a f t e r  

y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  t h e  w a l l  i s  s t i l l  i n  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n .

The " c a n a l l e r ’ s" l i f e  was a s o r t  o f  gy p sy ,  vagabond e x i s t e n c e ,  ou t i n  t h e  
open w ith  l i t t l e  hard work. Ylhen i t  once go t  i n t o  a man’ s b lo o d  i t  s ta y e d  w ith  
him. There are  many c a s e s  where c a n a l l i n g  was t h e  ch osen  o c c u p a t io n  o f  e n t i r e  
fam ilies  th rou gh  g e n e r a t i o n s .

The number o f  p e o p le  who som etim es l i v e d  i n  a s m a l l  b o a t  c a b in  was a lm ost  
u n b elievab le .  There were no t o i l e t  accommodations o f  any k in d .  B ath in g  was done  
with a t i n  b a s i n  on d e c k .  When washday came t h e  c l o t h e s  w ere s tr u n g  from  t h e  
towline p o s t s .


