
STORIES of New Jersey

But t h e  S t a t e  A ssem blym en,in  whose 
hands t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  c a n a l  r e s te d  in 
1924 , th o u g h t  o th e r w ise *  During the 
c o u n t l e s s  h e a r in g s  t h a t  to o k  p lace ,th ey  
heard  t h e  o ld  c a n a l  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "an 
open sew er”and "a man-made octopus sap
p in g  n o r th e r n  Dew J e r s e y  o f  i t s  water,” 
And so  i t  was t h a t  t h e  o ld  M orris Canal 
doomed from i t s  b i r t h ,  was f i n a l l y  a- 
bandoned o f f i c i a l l y *

The c a n a l  i s  now dead , a ditch 
d r i e d , i t s  tow p ath s  overgrown w ith  brush 
and w eed s ,  i t s  l o c k s ,p l a n e s  and bridges 
o b l i t e r a t e d *  Only h e r e  and t h e r e  remain 
s h a l lo w  s t r e t c h e s  o f  s ta g n a n t  water*

The Canal C ro sses  t h e  P a s s a ic
R iver  on an Aqueduct There are  many who remember i t  in

i t s  day o f  good s e r v i c e  when t h e  panting 
m ules tu g g ed  and p u l l e d  t h e  c lu m sy  b a r g e s ,  when man and b e a s t  r e s t e d  while  a 
s p in n in g  w ater  w h eel dragged t h e  b o a t  and cargo  u p h i l l  t o  t h e  n e s t  l e v e l ,  when 
t h e  a i r  resounded w ith  sh o u ts  and c r a c k in g  whips*

Mules were d r iv en  n o t  by l i n e s  bu t  by  shouted  commands, "Gee" meant go to 
t h e  r ig j i t ,  "Haw," l e f t *  Those words w ere and are  s t i l l  used  i n  d r i v in g  oxen. 
But a n o th e r ,  d o u b t le s s  o f  French o r i g i n ,  " p e t itw h o a ,"  m eant, i n  m ule, not to 
"whoa" a t  a l l  but t o  " d ig  i n  our t o e s , "  T h is  was u sed  when a b oa t  loaded  with 
70 t o n s  o f  c o a l  or ore  had t o  be  s t a r t e d  out o f  a l o c k ,  A t o o  sudden surge or 
yank would b reak  t h e  t o w l in e *  T h is  would have meant an o u tb u r s t  o f  profanity  
and p o s s i b l y  a b e a t in g  up w i t h  t h e  huge b la c k sn a k e  whips t h a t  t h e  d r iv e r s  always 
c a r r ie d *  So t h e  mules soon  l e a r n e d  t h a t  "petitw hoa"  meant j u s t  t h a t — "whoa, a 
l i t t l e . "

VThen an o ld  mule had o u t l i v e d  h i s  u s e f u l n e s s , h e  went t o  h i s  reward* He was 
l e d  t o  th e  n e a r e s t  c a n a l  mule c e m e ter y ,  knocked over  t h e  head w ith  t h e  d u l l  end 
o f  an axe and b u r ie d  i n  a s h a l lo w  g r a v e • One o f  t h e s e  c a n a l-m u le  b u r y in g  grounds 
i s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  se v e n th  h o l e  o f  Rockaway R iv e r  G o lf  Course a t  D e n v i l l e .

Canal b o a t s  had t o  be  s t e e r e d ,  o th e r w is e  t h e y  would run "spang" in t o  the 
bank a s  t h e  m ules towed them  a lon g*  The boatman, u s u a l l y  t h e  c a p t a in ,  did the 
s t e e r i n g  w h i l e  h i s  hand drove t h e  m ules*

One o f  t h e  few  p i e c e s  o f  p o e t r y  o r i g i n a t i n g  on t h e  M orris Canal was sung 
t o  t h e  tu n e  o f  "Climbing Up t h e  G olden S t a i r s , "  A v e r s e  went som ething like 
t h i s :

Old B i l l  M i l l e r
R id in ’ on t h e  t i l l e r
S t e e r i n g  ’ round t h e  Browertown Bend;
Old Davy Ross
With a t e n  d o l l a r  h o s s
Cornin’ up t h e  Pompton P la n e


