
STORIES of New Jersey

In 1836 t h e r e  w s  a wave o f  n a t i o n a l  p r o s p e r i t y ;  M orris  Canal s t o c k  which  
sold  a t  32 i n  1834 r o s e  t o  188 i n  a y e a r .T h e  d i r e c t o r s  purchased  $ 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  

worth o f  improvement bonds o f  In d ia n a  and M ich igan , t h e n  young and s t r u g g l i n g  
States. ffcer s e l l i n g  t h e s e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  some o f  t h e  money was used  t o  ex ten d  

" frorri s  Canal t o  J e r s e y  C i t y ,  bu t  m ost o f  i t  was d i s s i p a t e d .  Then t h e  c a n a l  
s mortgaged f o r  n e a r l y  $ 1 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  b u t  t h e  s t o c k h o ld e r s '  i n t e r e s t s  were n o t  

rotec ted ,T h e  company went bar'-rupt and th o u sa n d s  o f  i n v e s t o r s  l o s t  e v e r y th in g #

Out o f  t h e  p r o c e e d in g s ,  how ever , came a r e o r g a n iz e d  c a n a l  company. I n  1844  
the canal was e n la r g e d ,  e n a b l in g  t h e  h e a v i e r  I^ h ig h  b o a t s  t o  come d i r e c t l y  from  
the mines through  t h e  Lehigh C an a l,  a c r o s s  t h e  Delaware and th ro u g h  t h e  M orris  
Canal. These w ere made i n  two s e c t i o n s  h in g e d  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  e n a b le  them  t o  p a s s  
up and over t h e  s t e e p  i n c l i n e s  o f  t h e  p la n e s #  From t h e n  on t h e  c a n a l  begun t o  
prosper. At t h e  peak  o f  i t s  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  1866 t h e r e  were a s  many as 1 ,2 0 0  
boats in  o p e r a t io n ,  an av e r a g e  o f  12  b o a t s  p e r  m ile #

But t h e  r e o r g a n iz a t i o n  came t o o  l a t e .  Whereas t h e  u s u a l  t im e  f o r  t h e  t r i p  
between F h i l l i p s b u r g  and J e r s e y  C i t y  was 5 d a y s , r a i l r o a d s  w ere now a b le  t o  h a u l  
coal between t h e  two p o i n t s  i n  8 hours#  Each c a r ,  c a r r y in g  a lm o st  a s  much a s  a 
canal b o a t ,  c o n t in u ed  t o  draw t i g h t e r  and t i g h t e r  t h e  n o o se  t h a t  was s lo w ly  bu t  
surely choking l i f e  from t h e  c a n a l .

B esides  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  w h ich  a lo n e  was enough t o  k i l l  t h e  c a n a l  
t r a f f i c ,  t h e r e  w ere o th e r  f o r c e s  a t  w ork . The c a n a l  b a s i n  i n  J e r s e y  C i t y  had 
become enorm ously  v a lu a b le  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o se s .T h e  Lehigh  V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d ,  which  
had leased  t h e  c a n a l  i n  1871 , had found i t  a burden t o  c a r r y .  The reven u e  was 
not s u f f i c i e n t  t o  pay f o r  t h e  u p k eep ,b u t  under t h e  term s o f  t h e  l e a s e , t h e  r a i l 
road company was o b l ig e d  t o  keep t h e  c a n a l  n a v i g a b l e .  When t r a f f i c  had. dw ind led  
to l i t t l e  or n o t h in g  t h e  company demanded t h a t  th e  S t a t e  t a k e  over  t h e  p ro p er ty #  
fhis was i n  1 9 0 3 .  F i n a l l y  no c r a f t  were s e e n  a lo n g  t h e  q u i e t  w aterw ay e x c e p t  a  
few canoes or m otor b o a t s  on p le a s u r e  voyages  t o  and from Lake Hopatcong#

Probably t h e  most i n s i s t e n t  demand f o r  abandonment came from Hudson Maxim, 
one o f  th e  in v e n to r s  o f  sm ok ele ss  pow der, who owned many hundreds o f  a c r e s  a t  
Lake Hopatcong, t h e  pr im ary  so u r c e  o f  w a te r  f o r  t h e  can a l#  Under t h e  c h a r te r  
the canal company had b een  p e r m it te d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  6 - f o o t  dam t o  h o ld  t h e  w a ter  
of the la k e  i n  t im e  o f  f lo o d  and h ea v y  r a i n f a l l , t h u s  e n s u r in g  a s u f f i c i e n t  sup
ply fo r  o p e r a t io n  i n  abn orm ally  d r y  s e a s o n s .  As a r e s u l t  t h e  s u r f a c e  a r e a  o f  
the la k e ,  a l r e a d y  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  New J e r s e y ,  was more th a n  doub led  i n  s i z e .  But 
i f ,  as p e r m it te d  by la w , t h i s  6- f o o t  su p p ly  was drawn o f f ,  p a r t s  o f  Lake E o p a t-  
cong would become a m u d f la t ,  r e e k in g  w i t h  d e c a y in g  v e g e t a t i o n .

While i t  was conceded  t h a t  t h e  c a n a l  was w o r t h le s s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
that in  t h e  c i t i e s  t h e  s l u g g i s h  w a te r s  w ere a menace t o  h e a l t h ,  t h e r e  were many 
who fought s t r e n u o u s l y  t o  p r e s e r v e  i t s  r u r a l  s e c t i o n s  a s  b e a u ty  s p o t s .  The 
Morris Canal Parkway A s s o c i a t i o n  w as formed t o  champion t h e  ca u se  o f  t h e  d e r e 
l i c t .  I t  was n o t  concerned  w ith  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c a n a l  t h a t  ran  through  c i t 
i e s .  The members were  w i l l i n g  t o  compromise w i t h  Maxim and gu a r a n te e  t h a t  o n ly  
the o verflow  w a te r s  o f  Lake Hopatcong would b e  u s e d .  They p o in t e d  out t h a t  w i t h  
the d i s c o n t in u a n c e  o f  c a n a l  boat t r a f f i c  t h e  enormous amount o f  w a te r  needed  t o  
work th e  lo c k s  and p la n e s  would be s a v e d .


