
STORIES of New Jersey

„loff of water from t h e  upper t o  t h e  low er  l e v e l s .  When t h e  c r a d le  reach ed  t h e
i t  was run i n t o  a l o c k ;  w a te r  was a d m it te d ,  and t h e  b o a t  f l o a t e d  o f f  t h e  

cradle a g a in .  From t h e r e  t h e  b o a t  p roceed ed  by  mule power t o  t h e  n e x t  p la n e  
^ere the o p e r a t io n  was r e p e a t e d .  In  t h i s  way t h e  b o a t s  were  l i t e r a l l y  c a r r i e d  
oV0r the m ou n ta in s .  For g e n t l e r  changes i n  e l e v a t i o n ,  o r d in a r y  lo c k s  w ere  used  
Kithout p l a n e s .  When t h e  c a n a l  was com p leted  i t  had 23 p la n e s  and 23 l o c k s .

C o n stru ction  o f  t h e  Morris Canal began i n  1825 , soon  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  money 
had been r a i s e d .  S i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  waterway was opened t o  t r a f f i c  b e tw een  
Newark and P h i l l i p s b u r g .  Hand la b o r  was t h e  backbone o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  j o b .  
joaorete, as used  t o d a y ,  was unknown. A l l  masonry had t o  be o f  s to n e  c o n s tr u c 
tion/ he ld  t o g e t h e r  by l im e  m o rta r .  There w ere no com pressed  a i r  d r i l l s  or d y -  
naxdte, no steam  s h o v e l s  or m otor t r u c k s ,  no i r o n  g i r d e r s  or "I" beam s. A work
ing day was from s u n r i s e  t o  s u n s e t .  The wages were 90 c e n t s  a  day  or even  l e s s .

Rocks were b l a s t e d  by  d r i l l i n g  h o l e s  w i th  hand d r i l l s  and t h e n  f i l l i n g  t h e  
holes w ith  b la c k  pow der. A f t e r  tam ping them  w i t h  c l a y  and d ropp ing  a g low in g  
coal on th e  c l a y ,  t h e  b l a s t e r  ran  f o r  c o v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  f l y i n g  r o c k  crushed  him .  
P ractica lly  e v e r y  f o o t  o f  e a r th  and s to n e  w hich  formed t h e  c a n a l  e x c a v a t io n  was 
removed by hand . Even w heelbarrow s were s c a r c e .  H orses  and oxen were needed  
for farm work and were g r u d g in g ly  l e n t  or l e a s e d  f o r  c a n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

The o r g a n iz e r s  o f  t h e  c a n a l  company, more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a s  a 
s to c k -s e l l in g  p r o p o s i t i o n  th a n  a s  a u s e f u l  e n t e r p r i s e ,w e r e  s h o r t s i g h t e d  i n  mak
ing th e ir  p l a n s .  The c a n a l  was b u i l t  o n ly  52 f e e t  w id e  a t  t h e  t o p ,  20 f e e t  w ide  
at the bottom and 4 f e e t  d e e p .  Compared w i t h  t h e  o th e r  c a n a ls  o f  t h a t  d a y ,  i t  
was far  to o  s m a l l .  The 7CHton b a r g e s  i n  u se  o n  t h e  Lehigh  Canal i n  P e n n sy lv a n ia  
were too  la r g e  f o r  t h e  new c a n a l .  T h is  meant t h a t  t h e  c o a l ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  
carried d i r e c t  from t h e  m ines i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  had t o  he t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  
large b oats  t o  s m a l l e r  ones c a r r y in g  o n ly  25 t o n s .

Although t h e  c a n a l  was d e s ig n e d  p r i m a r i ly  f o r  commerce, p e o p le  w ere s o  d e 
lighted w ith  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  waterway t h a t  a p a c k e t  b o a t  drawn by  t h r e e  h o r s e s  
made d a i ly  e x c u r s io n s  betw een  Newark and P a terson .F & res  w ere 25 c e n t s  t o  Bloom
fie ld  and 50 c e n t s  t o  P a terson *  T h is  was a f a v o r i t e  h o l i d a y  t r i p  f o r  N ew ark ers .

From P h i l l i p s b u r g  on t h e  D elaw are , o p p o s i t e  E a s to n ,  P a . , t h e  c a n a l  a scen ded  
Hopatcong M ountain, came down a g a in  and i d l e d  p a s t  P o r t  Murray, Rockport and 
Hackettstown. P a s s in g  Sax ton  F a l l s , i t  edged a lo n g  S u sse x  County a t  W ater loo  and 
Stanhope and t h e n  to u ch ed  Lake H o p a t c o n g , i t s  w ater  s o u r c e ,  and came i n t o  M orris  
County. Here i t  made a s n a k e l ik e  way t o  t h e  e a s t ,  p a s s in g  M orris Landing, K envil, 
Uharton, D over, Rockaway, Boonton, Towaco, Mountain V iew. At L i t t l e  F a l l s ,  i t  
crossed P a s s a ic  R iver  i n  a wooden a q u e d u ct ,  f i n a l l y  tu r n in g  southward th rou gh  
B e l le v i l l e  and Newark t o  Newark Bay.

The i n c l i n e d  p l a n e s ,  which had d e l ig h t e d  v i s i t i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s  and o th e r  
observers when t h e y  were f i r s t  t e s t e d ,  som etim es p r o v id e d  u n exp ected  t h r i l l s *  
Upon one o c c a s io n  a car  c a r r y in g  t h e  b arge  E l e c t a  was b e g in n in g  t h e  d e s c e n t  o f  
the Boonton p la n e  when t h e  s p r o c k e t  c h a in  b r o k e .  Laden w i t h  i r o n ,  t h e  b o a t  t o r e  
down the  t r a c k  a t  t e r r i f i c  sp e e d ,  s t r i k i n g  t h e  w a te r  a t  t h e  bottom  w ith  such  
force t h a t  i t  was r i c o c h e t e d  over  a 20- f o o t  embankment i n t o  a clump o f  t r e e s .  
The c a p ta in ’ s w i f e ,  e x t r i c a t i n g  h e r s e l f  from t h e  b r a n c h e s ,  "allow ed" she  had 
cone down p r e t t y  f a s t ,  bu t  th o u g h t  " th a t  was t h e  way t h e  t h i n g  worked." A f t e r  
more s e r io u s  a c c i d e n t s ,  hemp ropes  w ere s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  c h a in s  and damage t o  
boats, c a n a l  equipment and human b e in g s  was somewhat r ed u ced .  E v e n t u a l ly  t h e  
hemp ropes were r e p la c e d  by  w ir e  c a b l e s .


