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S T O R I E S  o f  N e w  J e r s e y
P R E P A R E D  F O R  U S E  I N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  B Y  T H E

F E D E R A L  W R I T E R S ’ P R O J E C T  of the W O R K S  P R O G R E S S  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

1060 Broad Street, N ew ark, N ew  Jersey

JERSEY HOMESTEADS

In  exchange  f o r  a  crow ded te n e m e n t ,  a  p l e a s a n t  h o u se  and  g a rd e n ;  f o r  a  
c lu t te r e d  c i t y  s t r e e t ,  sunny  f i e l d s  and c o o l  g re e n  w oods; f o r  an i l l - l i g h t e d ,  
s tu f fy  w orkroom , a  m odern g l a s s  an d  c o n c r e te  f a c t o r y  s e t  i n  t h e  o p e n -c o u n try — 
these  and th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  s h a re  i n  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e i r  own l a b o r  a r e  th e  
advan tages e n jo y e d  by  t h e  g ro u p  o f  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  h a s  j o in e d  t h e  J e r s e y  Home­
s te a d s , a c o o p e r a t iv e  c o lo n y  n e a r  H ig h ts to w n , K. J .

The c o lo n y  o c c u p ie s  1 ,275  a c r e s  o f  b e a u t i f u l  r o l l i n g  fa rm  la n d  and f o r e s t  
5 m iles  s o u th e a s t  o f  H ig h ts to w n  i n  Monmouth C o u n ty , A f a c t o r y  i s  th e  c e n t e r  
from w hich  s p re a d  o u t ,  f a n l i k e ,  th e  homes o f  t h e  w o r k e rs ,  t h e  s t o r e s  and  th e  
schoo l. A w ide b e l t  o f  fa rm  la n d  and  f o r e s t  b e lo n g in g  t o  th e  c o lo n y  e n c i r c l e s  
the com m unity. T h is  i n s u r e s  freed o m  from  t h e  e n c ro a c h m e n t o f  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  
com m ercial a c t i v i t i e s .

The c o lo n y  was s t a r t e d  by  t h e  D e p a rtm en t o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  F e d e ra l  
G overnm ent,at th e  s u g g e s t io n  and  u n d e r  t h e  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  p ro m in e n t
men i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s o c i a l  b e t t e r m e n t .  I t  was d e s ig n e d  a s  an  e x p e r im e n t  i n  t h e
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  t o  e n a b le  w o rk e rs  t o  l i v e  i n  p l e a s a n t  h o m e s ,n e a r  
t h e i r  w ork , w i th  enough  la n d  on w h ich  t o  r a i s e  some o f  t h e i r  own fo o d , and so 
supplem ent t h e i r  in c o m e s . The c o l o n i s t s  h av e  o r g a n iz e d  a l l  th e  w ork  o f  th e  
community and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  i t s  a f f a i r s  on a  c o o p e r a t iv e  b a s i s .

The id e a  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  a s  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  many p ro b le m s  o f  m odern l i v i n g
was f i r s t  p r e s e n te d  n e a r l y  100 y e a r s  a g o , i n  1 8 4 4 ,i n  t h e  m i l l  tow n o f  R o c h d a le ,

E n g la n d , A g ro u p  o f  28 f l a n n e l  
w e a v e rs  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  
b anded  t o g e t h e r  t o  p ro v id e  them ­
s e lv e s  w i th  g o o d s , t e a ,  s u g a r ,
f l o u r ,  e t c . ,  th e y  c o u ld  s h a re  i n  
s a v in g s  w h ich  no cne o f  them  c o u ld  
e f f e c t  a lo n e .  They p e rfo rm e d  
w h o le s a le  f u n c t io n s  by b u y in g
t h e i r  f l o u r  i n  q u a n t i t y ; th e y  p e r ­
fo rm ed  r e t a i l  f u n c t io n s  by  s e r v ­
in g  th e m s e lv e s  i n  t h e i r  own l i t t l e  
s t o r e ,  and a l l  t h e  s a v in g s  w ere 
s h a re d  e q u a l l y .  From t h i s  s m a ll  
b e g in n in g  th e  g r e a t  consum er c o ­
o p e r a t iv e  m ovem en t,w h ich  now num­
b e r s  1 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  m em bers, h a s

A S u n l i t  C o rn e r  o f  a  H om estead  K itc h e n  s p re a d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld .
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