
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  Je rse y

Today th e  p e o p le  who l i v e  i n  th e  woods w here  i n d u s t r y  once  hummed are 
c a l l e d  " P in e y s ,"  The s e c t i o n  i s  t r a v e r s e d  by h ig h w a y s ,w id e  an d  h a rd -s u rfa c e d  
w i th  s ig n p o s t s ,g a s  s t a t i o n s — e v e r y th in g  t o  p ro v id e  c o m fo r t  and s a f e t y  f o r  both 
c a r  and d r i v e r .  B ut o f f  th e  ro a d  i s  th e  b a r r e n ,  f i r e - s w e p t ,  d e c a y in g  land  of 
th e  " P in e y s ,” Few t o u r i s t s  come h e r e .  T h ere  a r e  no g a s  o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  no 
s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n s ,  no b i l l b o a r d s .  D i r e c t i o n a l  s ig n s  a r e  m o s t ly  a b s e n t ;  th e  fen 
t o  be s e e n  a r e  d i l a p i d a t e d ,  a n d , m ore o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  m i s s p e l l e d .  I t  i s  a d if­
f e r e n t  w o rld — t h i s  p in e  b e l t  w here once  th e  b o g - i r o n  i n d u s t r y  f l o u r i s h e d .  Ap­
a th y  h a s  s e t t l e d  on t h e  la n d  a s  on i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  They l i v e  c lo s e  t o  modern 
p r o g r e s s ,  y e t  a r e  a  1 ,0 0 0  m ile s  from  i t .
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