
S T O R I E S  o f  N e w  Jersey-

Four o f  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  o f  th e  b o g - i r o n  f u r n a c e s  g rew  up from  R ead*s 
dream: T a u n to n , A e tn a , A ts io n  and  B a t s to .

T aun ton  F u rn a c e , a b o u t  11 m ile s  s o u th w e s t  o f  M ount H o l ly ,  on w h a t i s  now 
c a lle d  E a in e s  C re e k , was s t a r t e d  by C h a r le s  Read i n  1 7 6 6 . Four y e a r s  l a t e r  he 
o f fe re d  i t  f o r  s a l e ,  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  had  an  a d v a n ta g e  
over many o t h e r  w orks f u r t h e r  b a c k  i n  t h e  woods b e c a u s e  c o s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
to  P h i la d e lp h ia  was o n ly  10 s h i l l i n g s  a t o n .  The f u r n a c e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  R ead , 
had a c a p a c i ty  o f  80 to n s  o f  p ig  i r o n  a  m o n th . The p l a n t  c o n tin u e d  i n  o p e ra ­
t io n  u n t i l  a b o u t  18 4 7 , when t h e  m i l l  pond and th e  a d j a c e n t  p r o p e r ty  w ere  co n ­
v e r te d  i n t o  a c r a n b e r r y  bog0

The seco n d  o f  C h a r le s  R ead*s p r o j e c t e d  i ro n w o rk s ,  t h e  A e tn a  F u rn a c e ,w h ic h  
m s  in  f u l l  sw in g  by 1 7 6 8 , was a b o u t  10 m i le s  froxr T a u n to n , on  t h e  s o u th w e s t  
b ranch  o f  R ancocas C re e k . I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  j u s t  when t h i s  fu rn a c e  c e a s e d  op­
e r a t io n s .  I n  1790 th e  w a te r  pow er was b e in g  u se d  t o  o p e r a t e  a  g r i s t m i l l  an d  
saw m ill, th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  w h ich  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  The o ld  dam h a s  b e e n  r e ­
b u i l t  and th e  m i l l  pond i s  now named A e tn a  L ak e . The p r o p e r ty  i s  b e in g  d e v e l ­
oped a s  a summer c o lo n y  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  M edford  L akes i n  t h e  P in e s .
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The A ts io n  F o rg e ,o n  A ts io n  R iv e r  a b o u t  20 m i le s  s o u th e a s t  o f  M ed fo rd , was 
an im p o r ta n t  f o r g e ,  w i th  a c a p a c i ty  o f  150 o r  200 to n s  o f  b a r  i r o n  a n n u a l ly .  
D uring th e  e a r l y  days o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  many o f  t h e  In d ia n s  from  t h e  Edge P i l ­
lo ck  r e s e r v a t i o n , t h r e e  m i le s  aw ay ,w ere  em ployed  h e r e .  A f t e r  th e  R e v o lu t io n  th e  
fo rg e  tu r n e d  o u t  p o ts  and k e t t l e s  o f  v a r io u s  s i z e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s t o v e s .  Two o f  
th e s e  o ld  s t o v e s ,  ma.de p ro b a b ly  a b o u t  18 1 5 , a r e  i n  th e  o ld  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n


