
S T O R I E S  o f  N ew  J e rs e y

s p ik e s  f o r  t h e i r  s h ip s  a n d , l a t e r ,  c an n o n  an d  m u n it io n s  f o r  t h e  C o n tin e n ta l 
Army,

E a r ly  i n  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  t h e s e  f o r g e s  b e g an  t u r n i n g  o u t  i r o n  stoves 
la m p p o s ts ,  w a te r  p ip e s  and  o th e r  i r o n  p r o d u c t s .  In t h e  1 8 5 0 ’ s th e y  w ere  forced 
o u t  o f  b u s in e s s  by t h e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  i r o n  f i e l d s .

RUINS OF ETNA FURNACE SHOWING EX TERIO R AND VARIOUS LAYERS OF BRICK
COMPOSING TH E STACK

Today p i l e s  o f  s l a g ,  an  o c c a s io n a l  dam , a  ch im n ey , th e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  a 
h o u s e ,  o ld  c a n n o n b a l ls ,  c ru m b lin g  re m n a n ts  o f  f o r g e s  and m ere r o t t e d  s p l i n t e r s  
o f  th e  homes o f  th e  men who w orked  th e  b o g - i r o n  m in es  a r e  a l l  t h a t  rem a in  of 
t h e s e  once b u sy  w oodland  v i l l a g e s .  The woods echo  o n ly  t h e  so u n d s o f  b i r d s ,  or 
t h e  r o a r  o f  m o to r c a r s  on t h e i r  way t o  and  from  th e  J e r s e y  c o a s t .  The lonely  
r i v e r s  f lo w  th ro u g h  m ile s  o f  em pty c o u n t r y .

I t  was C h a r le s  R ead , an  e n t e r p r i s i n g  p o l i t i c i a n  o f  t h e  d a y , who gave the 
s o u th  J e r s e y  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  i t s  g r e a t e s t  im p e tu s .  R ead , who had b e e n  C o l le c to r  
o f  t h e  P o r t  o f  B u r l in g to n ,  a  member o f  t h e  P r o v in c i a l  A ssem b ly , a  Judge  o f  the 
Supreme C o u rt and an  o u t s t a n d in g  l e a d e r  i n  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s ,  became p o ssessed  
w i th  th e  d e s i r e  t o  become th e  g r e a t e s t  i r o n m a s te r  o f  th e  P r o v in c e .  A bout 1750, 
im p re sse d  w ith  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  th e  b o g - i r o n  r e s o u r c e s ,  he se t 
a b o u t  p ro m o tin g  th e  i n d u s t r y  on some o f  t h e  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  la n d  w hichhe 
ow ned. He had v i s i o n s  o f  h im s e l f  a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a  v a s t  e n t e r p r i s e ,  b u t  fo r 
a l l  h i s  e n e rg y  he was n o t  q u i t e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  dem ands o f  th e  t a s k  he  s e t  for 
h i m s e l f .  He was f o r c e d  t y  p o o r  h e a l t h  to  d i s p o s e  o f  much o f  h i s  p r o p e r ty  and 
to  le a v e  th e  c o n d u c t o f  h i s  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  k e e p in g  o n ly  a 
p a r t  i n t e r e s t  i n  some o f  t h e  i r o n  p l a n t s  he had  s t a r t e d .  H ow ever, t h e  in d u s 
t r y  he h a d  s e t  i n  m o tio n  was t o  e x te n d  o v e r  80 y e a r s  and t o  a t t r a c t  t o  th e  un
b ro k e n  f o r e s t s  h u n d re d s  o f  p e o p le .


