
S T O R I E S  o f  N e w  J e rs e y

As soon  a s  th e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  d i s c o v e r e d  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i r o n  d e p o s its  
th e y  s e t  a b o u t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f o r g e s  and f u r n a c e s .  By 1750 E ng land  was a llo w in g  
th e  im p o r ta t io n  o f  A m erican  i r o n  f r e e  o f  d u ty ,  and th e  i r o n  c o u ld  be shipped 
a t  a s l i g h t  c o s t  a s  b a l l a s t .  B ut E n g l is h  i r o n  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  had  as e a r l y  as 
1719 s t a r t e d  a g i t a t i o n  t o  c u r t a i l  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  i r o n  goods i n  Am erica, 
N e v e r th e le s s  i r o n  w orks b eg an  t o  s p r in g  up a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  th ro u g h o u t  the 
c o lo n y , and d u r in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n a ry  F a r  th e y  w ere  ta x e d  t o  t h e i r  c a p a c ity  
t u r n i n g  o u t  m uch-needed  cannon  and  o t h e r  m u n it io n s  f o r  th e  C o n t in e n ta l  Army.

Compared t o  t h e  v a s t  i r o n  p r o d u c t io n  o f  to d a y  th e  y i e l d  o f  i r o n  p ro d u cts  
b e fo re  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  seem s i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n  1 7 8 3 , a c c o r d in g  t o  a  re p o r t  
p u b l is h e d  by Sam uel G u s ta f  H e rm e lin , a S w ed ish  m in in g  e n g in e e r  who had  come 
o v e r  h e re  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i r o n  i n d u s t r y ,  th e  e n t i r e  a n n u a l  p i g - i r o n  ou tpu t 
o f  New J e r s e y ,  in c lu d in g  th e  h a r d - i r o n  f u r n a c e s  i n  t h e  n o r th  and th e  b o g -iro n  
fu rn a c e s  i n  t h e  s o u th ,  am ounted  t o  o n ly  3 ,5 0 0  t o n s .  Today from  one New Je rsey  
fu rn a c e  a lo n e  th e  a n n u a l o u tp u t  I s  m ore th a n  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o n s .

T here  w ere many h a n d ic a p s  t o  be  overcom e by t h e  e a r l y  i r o n  m a k e rs , c h ie f  
o f  w h ich  was c o s t  o f  l a b o r  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  n o t  t o  m e n tio n  l o s s  o f  t im e  be
c a u se  o f  th e  p r im i t i v e  m ethods t h e n  i n  u s e .  Tw enty m ile s  o f  ro a d  t r a n s p o r t a 
t i o n  c o s t  30 s h i l l i n g s  a t o n ,  w h e re a s  s h ip p in g  by  w a te r  c o s t  o n ly  5 s h i l l i n g s .

The b o g - i r o n  co m m u n itie s  w ere  s e t  up much l i k e  th e  f e u d a l  e s t a t e s  o f  med
i e v a l  E u ro p e . Som etim es a s  many as  600 p e o p le  w ould  be l i v i n g  i n  one o f  th ese  
co m m un ities  i n  th e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  w oods. The c e n t e r  o f  communal l i f e  was the 
m a s t e r 's  (m a n a g e r 's )  hom e. I t  was c a l l e d  t h e  " b ig  h o u se "  and was g e n e r a l l y  an 
e la b o r a t e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  w i th  i t s  v e g e ta b le  p a tc h  and f lo w e r  g a r d e n s ,  E e re  the 
workmen b ro u g h t  t h e i r  p ro b le m s and g r ie v a n c e s  and t h e  s t r a n g e r  vrould alw ays 
f in d  su p p e r  and a n i g h t ’ s lo d g in g .  S o h o o ls ,  s t o r e s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  sa v m iills  and 
g r i s t m i l l s  w ere b u i l t  t o  s e rv e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  
T hese w ere exem pt from  t a x a t i o n  a s  lo n g  a s  th e y  p ro d u c e d  o n ly  enough f o r  the  
n e e d s  o f  th e  com m unity . Dams, s lu ic e w a y s  and  w a te r  w h e e ls  had  t o  be b u i l t , i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  f u r n a c e s  an d  f o r g e s .  N ear t h e  fu rn a .c e  o r  f o rg e  w ere  t h e  work
m e n 's  hom es.

S k i l l e d  w o rk e rs  from  t h e  i r o n - p r o d u c in g  c o u n t r i e s  o f  E urope w ere o f fe r e d  
e v e ry  ind u cem en t t o  com e, and y e t  t h e i r  r a t e  o f  pay  sounds r i d i c u l o u s l y  low  to  
m odern e a r s .  Workmen r e c e iv e d  pay v a r y in g  from  $20 t o  $25 a  m o n th , p a id  m ost
ly , i n  g o o d s . In  some c a s e s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  g o o d s , su c h  a s  f l o u r  and p o r k ,  was 
m arked up 25 p e r c e n t  o v e r  t h e  w h o le s a le  p r i c e  w h i le  su ch  t h in g s  a s  t e a ,  c o f
fe e  , c l o t h ,  s u g a r  and rum , w h ich  w ere  im p o r te d ,  w ere  m arked  up 50 p e r c e n t .  Many 
workmen p r e f e r r e d  t o  w ork  f o r  lo w e r w ages p ro v id e d  paym ent was made i n  c a s h ,

A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  th e  w ork w as done by s la v e s  and in d e n tu r e d  s e rv a n ts .T h e s e  
l a t t e r  w ere p e o p le  who w ere  b ro u g h t  o v e r s e a s  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  to  pay  o f f  t h e i r  
p a s sa g e  money i n  t h r e e  y e a r s ’ t im e ,d u r in g  w h ich  th e y  w ere  g iv e n  fo o d  and  lodg
in g  b u t  no m oney. A t t h e  en d  o f  t h e i r  p e r io d  o f  s e r v i c e  t h e  i r o n m a s te r  was ob
l i g e d  to  s u p p ly  them  w i th  a  s u i t  o f  new c l o t h e s .

The o r e ,  dug from  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  was t r a n s p o r t e d  by w agons or 
f l o a t e d  dow nstream  i n  b a rg e s  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  f u r n a c e ,  to  be c o n v e r te d  i n t o  p ig  
i r o n .  The f u rn a c e  was a  f o u r - s id e d  s t a c k  o f  s to n e  o r  b r i c k , 20 f e e t  o r  m ore in  
h e i g h t ,  t a p e r i n g  from  a 2 4 - f o o t  b a s e  t o  a b o u t  16 f e e t  a t  t h e  t o p .  W here p o s


